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Thefts at
USD surprise
their victims
By Nazin Sedehi
A female suspect stole a laptop
and a camera from the University
Center and the Student Life Pavilion in
front of students and supervisors. On
Thursday, Feb. 9, a woman with the
following description conversed with
the supervisors and students from whom
she stole: 5'2, brown hair, glasses and
late 20s to early 30s in age.
Sophomore Marc Gonzales, whose
camera was stolen at around 9:00 p.m.,
said that he was on the third floor of the
SLP in his office working with a few of
his coordinators when he heard someone
in moving around in his cubicle.
"I asked her, 'Can I help you with
something?' and she popped right out
of my cubicle," Gonzales said. "I was
practicing good customer service and
she told me she was looking for a her
friend Ariel. I told her that she was
probably looking for the fourth floor for
a graduate student."
Gonzales said that he knew right
after she left that there was something
wrong, but it wasn't until he went to
pack up for the night that he realized his
camera was missing.
"I had a weird feeling in my gut,"
Gonzales said. "My camera bag had
been there all day in the same position
and it looked like it'd been moved. I'd

See THEFTS, Page 2

Memorial service for beloved Colombo
By Stefanie Howell
USD and San Diego community
members streamed into Founder's
Hall last Friday to honor theology
and religious studies professor
Joseph Colombo, who died on Jan.
2. In 1984, Colombo joined USD as
a faculty member and chaired the
department from 1998 to 2004. He
was the first openly gay professor to
chair a theology and religious studies
department at a Roman Catholic
university in the United States and
served as the advisor of PRIDE on
campus.
The somber crowd composed of
college professors, former students
and family members enjoyed hors
d'oeuvres and wine while reminiscing
about Colombo and his impact on
them as well as the theology and
religious studies department.
"This is the first time we had a
chance to get together as a community
in 28 years," said theology and
religious studies professor Maria
Pascuzzi. "Joe was a very funny,
smart and generous man who knew
just everything. And he was really
there for the students."
Janelle Battaglia, a former
student of Colombo's added that the
professor's support didn't stop in the
classroom. Colombo continued to
hear and connect with his students
even after they graduated.
"The class I had with him was
Belief and Unbelief," Battaglia said.
"He taught us to think critically and

examine our own beliefs, and that was
what I take with me today. He took
real good care of his students and
wanted to foster our development.
And he was also very supportive after
I graduated in 2004 and was looking
for a job."
After 30 minutes, the crowd
congregated into the French Parlor
and stood elbow to elbow to listen
to the guest speakers reminisce
about Colombo and his vital impact
on the university and its students.
The first speaker to take the podium
was theology and religious studies
professor Evelyn Kirkley, who
compared the late professor to Jesus
Christ.
"He was my mentor, my big
brother and the person who I would
gossip with," Kirkley said. I teased
him by calling him J.C., because those
are his initials (Joe Colombo) and also
those of Jesus Christ. I admired him
a lot and thought he was practically
perfect, like Jesus. Joe was modest, so
he didn't like being compared to Jesus.
He had a strong sense of integrity and
did not believe in bending the rules.
He always pushed us to do the right
thing. He worked to create policies
that were fair and then expected
others and himself to live by them.
In the theology and religious studies
department, he helped us establish
a stronger relationship with Bishop
Brom."
His mother, Rose Colombo,
gave a more familial depiction of
Colombo and the personal attributes
Photo courtesy of Evelyn Kirkley

See COLOMBO, Page 2

A memorial service for USD professor Joesph Colombo was held on Feb. 10.

Students threatened by Cal Grant cut proposal
State of California to vote on state budget which include drastic cuts to aid
By Nazin Sedehi
The Cal Grant program provides
need-based grant money to graduating
seniors in California who attend colleg
es within the state. According to the Cal
Grant website this money can be used
for tuition, room and board and even
school supplies. Meanwhile, Governor
Jerry Brown has proposed a budget for
this year which cuts the funding for Cal
Grants by 40 percent. Though the bud
get is not set to be finalized until June,
USD Director of the Office of Financial
Aid Judith Lewis Logue said that these
potential cuts would hurt a number of
students financially.
"The Cal Grant program is often
threatened when there's a state budget
crisis. This is nothing new," Logue said.
"What's new is the severity of the pro
posal: to cut the Cal Grants received by
California students attending indepen
dent colleges by 44 percent. The Cal
Grants have been $9,708—the proposed
cut would make it $5,472. Given the
number of USD students who usually
receive Cal Grants, it would be a cut of
$1.9 million and would affect approxi
mately 500 students."
Director of Community and Gov
ernmental Relations Thomas Cleary
stated that when inflation is accounted
for, the Cal Grant funding has been cut
continually over the years.
"The maximum grant award to un
dergraduate students attending nonprofit
colleges is $9,708," Cleary said, "which
is the exact same amount set in 2000
and every year since, with the excep
tion of fiscal years 2005-06, when the
award was reduced by 15 percent under
the Schwarzenegger Administration.
Adjusting for the current economy and
inflation, this Cal Grant award is actu
ally a 30 percent decline in value from
twelve years ago. However, 71 percent
of Cal Grant students will still graduate
in four years, which means these future
members of the workforce will be out
earning an income and contributing to
the tax base sooner than later."
USD's has formed a collaboration
committee around this issue. Assistant
Vice President of Student Life Cynthia
Avery is chairing the committee that
includes Associated Students President
Anthony Pavlovic, Cleary and several
other administrators. Logue explained

•
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that the Office of Financial Aid has been
contacting Cal Grant recipients and that
students, parents and other members
of the USD community can help by
contacting the representatives of their
hometowns.
"We need parents, students and ev
eryone who see how this proposed dra
matic cut would affect USD students to
contact their legislative representatives
in the districts where they live," Logue
said. "Representatives listen to their
voters, and we need to do everything we
can to keep this proposal from passing.
It's going to take a lot of emails to get
to the legislator about how important
this program is before they vote on the
proposed dramatic cut. Thank them for
what they've done in the past to support
the Cal Grant program, and remind them
how important it is to keep supporting
it."
An anonymous Cal Grant recipient
at USD said that she had not been made
aware of these cuts before. She stated

that if this budget is to pass, her chances
of returning to USD in the fall would be
affected.
"I haven't heard anything about
[these cuts]," the student said."I'm mad,
because then I can't go here. I wouldn't
be able to afford it. If it does get can
celled I would probably have to write
another appeal letter."
Logue said that if this new proposal
is approved, the money that would be
lost could not be simply be replaced
by the individual institutions of higher
learning.
"If it did go through, students who
have been attending private, indepen
dent colleges like USD would be very
hard-pressed to make up the difference,
because that's the reason [the students]
qualified for the grants initially," Logue
said. "Many of the private, independent
colleges would not be able to make up
the difference.
As stated by Logue, the Cal Grant
originated because the public university

systems in California did not have room
for all of the students graduating from
California high schools.
"If students dropped out of inde
pendent colleges because of a dramatic
cut in the Cal Grant," Logue said, "they
couldn't just transfer to a public univer
sity because those institutions have al
ready become impacted due to budget
cuts. It's not like there are empty spaces
in the public colleges to change and
transfer. There are over 273,000 students
attending private colleges in California.
The state could not build campuses to
accommodate all of those students. It's
less expensive for the state to help Cali
fornia students to go to private colleges
then to build more campuses. It's bad for
students and it's also bad for California,
because students are the future of'both
California and the rest of the country."
Logue, who has worked in
financial aid since it was first started
during the Lyndon B. Johnson adminis
tration, said that it is still not a priority
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for state governments, especially that
of California. Cleary agreed with this
sentiment, stating that only 3 percent of
the state's higher education budget is set
aside for Cal Grants for students at non
profit colleges and universities.
"I've been in financial aid admin
istration for a very long time. Over the
years, I've noticed that the state of Cali
fornia is funding prisoners at an average
cost of over $49,000 a year. In contrast,
Cal Grant recepients, who have done ev
erything right and are attending private,
independent universities, are threatened
with a 44 percent reduction of their
$9,708 grants. There is a stark contrast
in state budget priorities."
Cleary encouraged the entire
USD community to sign the online peti
tion to save Cal Grants at http://signon.
org/sign/maintain-the-maximum.
"Every student knows at least one
other students at USD who receives a
Cal Grant award, whether they realize it
or not," Cleary said.
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NEWS
Genetics and
love courtesy
of creativity

By Nazin Sedehi
In The New York Times this
week there is an article by Gina Kolata who describes "The Marriage
Plot," a novel by Jeffrey Eugenides.
The novel, as I am reading the sum
mary on Amazon.com, appears to be
about three friends who graduate from
Brown in the 80s. I haven't read the
book but I did not find the summary to
to be fascinating. Instead I find it in
teresting that a writer's creative power
could make up for lack of background
knowledge.
In her article, Kolata explores the
unexpected fluidity in which Eugen
ides describes the setting of a genetics
lab. He writes in detail about a study
that was conducted by Amar J.S. Klar,
who now works for the National Insti
tute of Health.
Klar's research goals included
determining the reasons for the vari
ous developmental outcomes of the
progeny of a cell division. His organ
ism of choice for the study was yeast.
"The Marriage Plot" utilizes this in
formation in the form of a character
working in a lab and describes the
different "developmental fates" that
were tested by observing the offspring
of yeast that had previously-removed
genes inserted in them once again.
Klar's studies cemented his repu
tation in the world of genetics. Eu
genides, on the other hand, has no
background of genetics to boot. He
has a degree in creative writing. Klar,
inevitably, was surprised to read of his
work, let alone the name of his study,
in a fictional novel.
Eugenides claims that he did
not study science and that almost
all of his friends and acquaintances
are writers and actors. Obviously,
he doesn't seem like the kind of guy
who has spent his life reading new
scientific studies for fun. Further, he
claims that when he was initially writ
ing those descriptions for his book, he
had never been in a yeast genetics lab
and that he had never actually spo
ken with a yeast genetics researcher.
He watched YouTube videos on the
mating of yeasts instead to the point
where those were enough to not only
include the scientific component into
his novel, but to imagine what it was
that his lab-working character would
be thinking in his place.
Turns out that he has also never
been to Cole Spring Harbor, where
much of the story and the lab are lo
cated. Instead, Eugenides depended
upon the descriptions provided by his
wife who spent a winter in the city.
How is this even possible? Klar
stated that Eugenides' narrative was
so believable, so realistic that he
couldn't believe the author's lack of
a science background. Can writing re
ally be that dependent on the sole use
of one's imagination?
Is it appropriate that this author
wrote an albeit fictional novel about
true, published genetics research with
out the experience to fully understand
what he was writing about? What if he
had been wrong? What if his imagina
tion was a little less amazing?
This reminds me of a songwriter
named Diane Warren who has written
some of the most well-known (read:
sappy) love songs of our time. She
wrote everything'from "I Don't Want
to Miss a Thing" to "Un-break My
Heart" to "Because You Loved Me."
According to an interview she did
with Marie Claire magazine in 2007,
she wears a necklace that says "F*ck
You" and has a pillow that says "Your
Worst Nightmare: White Trash with
Money." And then she drops the bomb
in the interview.
"I mean, I've never been in love,"
Warren said. "I know, it's weird. Espe
cially because approximately 99.999
percent of my songs are about love."
She then said that she must just
have a great imagination. That's it.
It's official. I have found my calling
for this week. I am going to spend as
much time as possible daydreaming.
You know, all that time that you have
during class and study periods. Only
this is for a good cause. Obviously
strengthening one's imagination cre
ates the illusion of experience, scien
tific or not.

EDITORS
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Road to White House turbulent for GOP
By Rashmi Chugani
The race to be the Republican
nominee started taking shape last
summer and will continue all through
the spring. What started out as a
very wide and varied field has been
shortened to four contenders. They
are all different in their political
backgrounds and agendas, yet each
claim they are the best choice to beat
President Obama come November.
The nominee will finally
be
named
during
the
Republican
National Convention this August. The
eventual winner will have to collect
LI44 delegates to be nominated.
So far, nine states have had their
caucuses, and former Governor of
Massachusetts Mitt Romney has
collected the majority of delegates
at 91. He is then followed by former
Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich
at 32, House Representative Ron
Paul at nine and former Senator Rick
Santorum at four.
Earlier this month, New York
Times columnist Nate Silver pointed
out that jobs and the economy continue
to be the main topics that Americans
are focusing on when deciding upon
their Republican nominee. The
article states that the economy added
243,000 jobs last month, one of the
highest figures for President Obama.
Governor Romney, in spite of that,
is a vocal opponent of this supposed
progress.
"We're seeing continuing high
levels of unemployment," Romney
said on his website. "We see home
values declining, and foreclosures
remain at record levels. Obama has
failed at the job he was elected to do."
According
to
his
website,
Romney "seeks to reduce taxes,
spending, regulation, government
programs and increase trade, energy
production, human capital, and labor
flexibility. He also seeks to relinquish
power to the states instead of
claiming to have the solution to every
problem. Romney accuses the Obama
administration of putting up too much
red tape for businesses to succeed.
Like most conservatives, he wants to
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reduce the size of government and let
the free market play a larger role in
the country.
Mike Williams, chair of USD's
department of political science,
believes that Romney's traits will win
him the Republican nomination.
"He has the organization and the
money," Williams said.
Romney is a former CEO
who has made his fortune through
private equity. He is the best-funded
candidate, who prides himself on the
fact that he spent most of his life in the
private sector and not in Washington,
D.C.
The three other candidates have

tried to present themselves as a more
conservative alternative to Mitt
Romney. Representative Ron Paul of
Texas has offered cutting $1 trillion
from the budget during his first year in
office. According to Forbes Magazine,
the Congressman has mainly garnered
his support from young voters, who
are smitten by his stance on less
foreign intervention and respecting
civil liberties. Pete Peterson, professor
of political science at USD, said that
Paul is not the average Republican
contender.
"One of the most interesting
aspects of this primary race is that
Ron Paul is even running," Peterson

said. "He's an outsider."
Though Romney is hailed as the
overall front-runner, last fall proved
that Americans were willing to try
new alternatives as there was a new
leader in the polls every month.
"There is a lack of consensus,"
professor of political science Emily
Edmonds-Poli said. "People are
willing to vote for other options than
the evident one."
Interestingly,
all
of
the
interviewed faculty members named
Mitt Romney as the evident eventual
nominee. Though there are still
a number of primaries to come,
Romney has established himself as
the option that can appeal most to
what presidential candidates seek, the
independent voters.
Keeping that in mind, all
of the interviewed USD political
science faculty agreed it is still very
difficult to foresee any results for
the November election this year. The
latest Gallup poll from the week of
February 6th through the 12th states
that President Obama's approval
rating is at 47 percent, a figure that
has continually increased over the
past two months given the positive
signs in the economy. Although this
percentage does not show any sort
of inclination for the country as a
whole, Del Dickson, professor of
political science at USD, believes
that President Obama is in a better
position. The incumbent president
is also best off financially. The New
York Times revealed he raised $42
million in the last three months of
2011 alone. The January article stated
he has raised more money than any of
the GOP candidates to date.
August will finally reveal who
the Republican candidate that will
face President Obama will be, and
while it is clear that media pundits and
USD faculty agree Governor Romney
has the grassroots organization and
the money, there are still over 40
primaries to look forward to. As for
now, all Republican candidates are
now seeking to win the most number
of delegates during Super Tuesday on
March 6, on which 10 states hold their
caucuses.

Cathy Nguyen/TheVista

Student belongings stolen from UC/SLP
THEFTS, continued from Front

Page
never seen this woman and I didn't
think anything of it. An hour later I was
packing up to leave and my camera was
gone. I was upset that I had had a gut
feeling and I didn't do anything about
it." »
Sophomore Jeffrey Zhu, whose
laptop was stolen, is an employee in
UC Operations. His laptop was stolen
about a half-hour after the first theft by
a woman with a similar description. It
is suspected that this woman committed
both thefts. He said that he left his
laptop on the front table in UC 205
while at work and went to go do a setup
in a different room. Mike Dils, assistant
director of UC Operations, meanwhile
was in his office. Zhu said that he and
other employees were eating leftover
food in the Forums when Dils came in
to ask him if he had left anything on his
desk.
"I came back into the office and
my bag and my laptop were gone," Zhu
said. "I then called [the Department of]
Public Safety. The officer that I talked
to sounded really nice and he sounded

like he wanted to get my laptop back."
Zhu said that an application he
had on his phone called Hidden was
the reason that he was able to get his
laptop back. The app costs $15 a year,
it downloads on one's computer and is
invisible after that. It is only after the
app is enabled that it will start taking
pictures routinely of the person using
the laptop and will begin tracking the
location of the laptop.
"After I got all of that good stuff I
called the San Diego Police Department
and they were not helpful," Zhu said.
"They said that they couldn't just
'knock on doors' for me. Then I called
Public Safety and they said that they
couldn't do anything if the address was
off-campus."
Zhu explained that he decided
to take matters into his own hands.
He printed a picture of the male
suspect who was using his laptop and
the suspect's location. Once at the
suspect's apartment complex he found
the building manager and showed the
pictures of the man and the Google
Maps location.
"The man said, 'I know him, come
on in,"' Zhu said. "The man then gave
me all of this guy's information: his

name, his phone number, his apartment
number and the car he drives."
At this time, the building manager's
wife pointed out the suspect's car in the
parking lot, declaring that he must be
home.
"So I called the SDPD and I told
them that I had done all of this work and
I had all of the information and proof,"
Zhu said. "I told them that they didn't
have to knock on any doors. So they
finally sent the cops over and the guy
happened to be leaving [his apartment]
at that moment."
The police officers then entered
into the male suspect's apartment,
found the laptop and returned it to Zhu.
"All of my stickers were off of
it," Zhu said. And it was wiped clean.
It's okay though because I had all of it
backed up."
Zhu said that this experience has
made him doubt the helpfulness of these
safety departments and the lax attitude
that they have had over the security of
his belongings.
"My perspective of Public Safety
and SDPD has changed. You would
think that they would be helpful, but
they weren't. The individual officers
were helpful, but the departments as

a whole, not helpful at all. Really, just
protect your stuff. I thought I could
leave my stuff out at work because
everyone does that, and I thought it
would be okay."
Gonzales echoed the sentiment of
doubt when he described the aftermath
of the thefts on his outlook.
"I assume the best in people, so
it sucks," Gonzales said. "But I really
just want to make sure to inform the
staff and the students there, because I
care about the office. I honestly spend
so much time there that it's my second
home. It's where I used to feel the most
secure. If I hadn't stopped her, there
was so much stuff that she could have
taken from the other cubicles. People
leave their wallets and expensive stuff
just laying on their desks because they
fell that it's untouchable."
Senior Haley Earl-Lynn said that
the leaving of personal belongings in
different places is a part of the USD
culture.
"I heard a guy say something about
it at La Paloma the other day," EarlLynn said. "He said that USD is the
only place where girls hold their tables
with their purses. You even see this in
the library. People just leave their stuff."
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PUBLIC SAFETY REPORT
February 6 - February 12

February 09, 2012

February 10, 2012

Location: OLIN HALL W LOT

Location: UNIVERSITY CENTER

Location: ALCALA PARK WY @ MAIN KIOSK

At 4:04 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of vandalism.
Upon investigation, an unknown person wrote on a student's
vehicle on Feb. 5 between 10:45 a.m. and 1:15 p.m.

At 9:32 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of a theft.
Upon investigation, an unknown white female suspect

At 11:35 p.m. Public Safety observed too many passengers
in a vehicle and conducted a routine traffic stop. Upon
investigation, the driver of the vehicle, who was identified as
a student, was determined to have been driving under the
influence of alcohol (DUI). SDPD was contacted and the
student was arrested for DUI.

February 06, 2012

February 06, 2012

described as 5'2" tall, approximately 110 lbs, with brown hair
was seen removing a student's backpack and laptop from a
common room on Feb. 9 around 9:25 p.m.

Location: OLIN HALL W LOT
At 4:04 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of vandalism.
Upon investigation, an unknown person scratched an "E' on a
student's vehicle on Feb. 6 between 7:45 a.m. and 3:10 p.m.

February 11, 2012

February 09, 2012

Location: MARIAN WAY @ CAMINO HALL

Location: STUDENT LIFE PAVILION
At 10:33 Public Safety responded to a report of a theft.
Upon investigation, an unknown female suspect of a similar
description from the University Center case removed a

February 06, 2012
Location: 6300 VIA LAS CUMBRES
At 7:21 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of a theft.
Upon investigation, an unknown person removed property
from a visitor's vehicle on Feb. 6 between 6:00 and 7:00 p.m.

February 07, 2012
Location: KROC INSTITUTE FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE
At 2:13 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of a theft.
Upon investigation, an unknown person removed cash from
a student's lost wallet on Feb. 6 around 10:30 p.m.

February 07, 2012

February 10, 2012
Location: TORERO WAY @ STUDENT LIFE PAVILION
At 7:29 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of an
intoxicated student. Upon investigation, one student was
determined to be unable to care for herself and she was
transported to the hospital.

February 10, 2012

Location: PALOMAR HALL
At 9:38 p.rri: Public Safety responded to a report of possible
marijuana use. Upon investigation, marijuana and drug
paraphernalia were found inside a residence and two
students were referred to student conduct for drug violations.

Location: PALOMAR HALL
At 10:24 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of an
intoxicated student. Upon investigation, one student was
determined to be unable to care for herself and she was
transported to Detox.
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Ministry hungers for Lent event
The 'Give Up Apathy For Lent'
campaign, sponsored by University
Ministry, is focused on bringing
awareness to issues of poverty and
hunger that exist both locally and
abroad. The campaign begins on Ash
Wednesday, Feb. 22.
The 40-day celebration of Lent
in the Christian tradition is a time
of prayer, fasting and alms giving.
According to the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops, the observance
of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday,
a day of fasting and abstinence
where individuals are given ashes
on their foreheads, which symbolize
dependence upon God's mercy and
forgiveness.
This
practice has
become
commonly known to many, especially
young individuals, as a time to give
up many different items in order to
become a better or healthier person.
Flowever, instead of giving up sweets,

TV, or coffee, the 'Give Up Apathy
For Lent' campaign is inviting the
USD community to give up apathy
to take the first step in creating social
change.
The kick-off event that starts
at 7:30 p.m. in Solomon Hall is an
Oxfam Hunger Banquet. As described
on the organization's website, Oxfam
is "an international confederation of
15 organizations that work together in
over 90 countries and with partners and
allies around the world to find lasting
solutions to poverty and injustice."
This free meal, one of Oxfam's many
resources for creating awareness, is an
event that gives participants a chance
to explore the deeper questions of why
injustices like world hunger are so
prevalent.
"This is exactly the kind of event
USD should be having," Minister
Erin Bishop said. "We make a big
deal about promoting the values of
Catholic Social Thought, and Oxfam's
Hunger Banquet dives deep into the
values of solidarity, human dignity

SETH O'BYRNE
Real estate specialist to the USD Community since 2005!
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Location: MAHER HALL
At 10:44 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of possible
marijuana use. Upon investigation, one student was cited for
possession of marijuana and minor in possession.

February 12, 2012
Location: MAHER HALL
At 2:07 a.m. Public Safety responded to a report of an
intoxicated student. Upon investigation, one student was
determined to be unable to care for himself and he was
transported to Detox.

Anyone having information regarding
incidents please contact Public Safety at
619-260-7777.

COLOMBO, continued from Front
Page
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student's camera and lens from a common room on Feb. 9
between 9:00 and 10:30 p.m.

At 4:41 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of vandalism.
Upon investigation, an unknown person wrote on a student's
vehicle on Feb. 11 between 12:00 and 4:41 p.m.

and the common good."
The intention of the event is to
raise awareness about the fact that
more than one billion people in the
world are suffering from hunger,
and 98 percent of these people live
in developing countries. In addition
to the high percentage of developing
countries facing the hardships of
poverty, poor communities in the U.S.
are extremely prevalent. According
to Feeding America, more than 44
million citizens struggle with hunger
in the U.S. today.
"The Hunger Banquet on Ash
Wednesday is the perfect way to
begin Lent," Director of UM Michael
Lovette-Colyer said. "By striving to
be in solidarity with our sisters and
brothers around the world who lack
the food we too often take for granted,
the hunger banquet is a wonderful
opportunity to deepen our spiritual
practice of fasting. It's also a great
way to do more than giving up a
luxury, thereby entering more fully
into the spirit of Lent."
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gave a more familial depiction of
Colombo and the personal attributes
that made him a good professor.
"Joe had a very precise mind,"
Rose Colombo said. "He was a great
teacher, especially because he was
kind and compassionate. He roleplayed life and put himself other
people's shoes. He never sought the
spotlight and did what was the right
thing to do."
A member of the last group
of students to share in his legacy,
senior Ian Gibson, spoke of the fond
memories he had of Colombo.
"Dr. Colombo was the first
professor I had at USD," Gibson said.
"I can't think of a better professor for
a class. He had a passion for teaching
and learning. He saw himself as both
a teacher and student. He didn't shut
us up and push us on our way. It was
his goal to develop us as a scholars,
professionals and human beings. I had
many conversations with him outside
of class, and questions would be
answered with questions. He expected
you to understand the question and
find solutions for yourself. This is
something you never hear about a
professor: We exchanged CDs. We
both liked opera. He wore crazy ties
and drew circles around the room."
Patrick Drinan,
professor of
political science, was a dean of the
college of arts and sciences when
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Colombo was chair of the theology
and religious studies department. He
reminisced about Colombo's integrity.
"Colombo was what he called
the 3 P's: a man of principle,
pragmatism, and professionalism,"
Drinan said. "He was proud to call
them the trinities; he liked that. It was
a marvelous life."
The last speaker to take the
podium was Colombo's colleague
Professor Ron Pachence, current
chair of the theology and religious
studies department, who had a lengthy
professional and personal relationship
with Colombo. Pachence talked of his
positive influence and quirky traits
that endeared him to his students and
colleagues alike.
"He was the voice of reason at
USD,", Pachence said. "No detail
ever escaped him. If he wanted to be
a justice, though, he would have to
get rid of his neckties. We all loved
his Italian cooking, but he didn't use
recipes. He said he learned to cook
best from friends. He was a hilarious
party animal that didn't like going to
parties that weren't about him. But
he was also a man of common good
that railed against lousy decisions. If
his ghost hovers over here it would be
very annoyed, embarrassed."
In honor of his memory, a Joseph
A. Colombo memorial award is being
established by USD's College of
Arts and Sciences. The award will be
given to a senior majoring in theology
and religious studies and pursuing
graduate work in the field.
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(Anna)stly:
I just can't
wait

By Anna von Bertrab
Typing away in The Vista office
anxiously awaiting for my surprise
date or maybe not-so-surprise date
and remembering the shameless pro
motional column published last week
soliciting a Valentine's date, I wonder,
"Who will show up?"
But I wonder even more, "Why
on earth did I place it?"
"If everybody had shame, noth
ing extraordinary would get done," a
Vista reader wrote in response of last
week's column. The individual shall
remain anonymous.
If you are wondering if he asked
me out on a date in response to the
shameless promotional ad, no he did
not. His highly flattering words did
make my day, though.
Now, abandoning all preconcep
tions and perceptions of the dating
world forces non-stop experimenta
tion. The so-called experiment of the
previous column in a way unveils
life's endless potential.
Provoking surprise through a
risky column stimulates a response
from readers. Responses and reac
tions from readers are what I ultimate
ly strive for as an editor.
The feedback, either good or bad,
helps everyone here at The Vista bet
ter the quality of the university's pa
per. So share your thoughts with us
so we can provide USD with an even
more engaging weekly issue.
The response to the silly editorial
Valentine's request challenges, skews,
mocks and even reorders the view of
the college social world. The model
for my social experiment of placing a
dating ad in The Vista is inspired by
the conceptual works of artists in the
1970s.
John Baldessari is a local Na
tional City artist who began his work
in the mid-1960s. Grouped into the
"conceptual" art realm, Baldessari
has been producing art for the past
40 years both on the West and East
Coast. His works are identified world
wide because of his tongue-in-cheek
humor, deadpan wit and contempla
tive qualities. He alerts and redirects
the world by means of innovating
conceptual pieces on -display. Cur
rently the Museum of Contemporary
Art (MoCA) in La Jolla is exhibiting
a retrospective of his pieces.
As I was waiting to be picked up
last Friday in La Jolla for a...guess
what? Yes, an occasional dinner date,
I casually wandered into the MoCA.
Meandering the filled gallery spaces,
it dawned on me that I had created a
social experiment in last week's col
umn like that of Baldessari's work
hanging on the wall.
Baldessari pushes the limits of
traditional art through a commercial
advertising technique by placing text
on canvas, just like I had accidentally
made an ad without it actually mean
ing to be an ad. Or was column meant
to be an ad all along?
Baldessari toys with the viewer,
because one does not know if the
words on the canvas are actual truths
or lies or if there really is any sort of
truth behind the odd pairing of words.
He strives to extrapolate evocative
emotions in his viewers through textbased canvases. The non-traditional
pieces describe their subject matter
through language rather than imagery.
Text in turn becomes art.
So does that mean that words in
the newspaper can be art? What is
art? The philosophical questions en
sue. Now why would you even care
if text is art? Except if you dabble in
the libera] arts like myself, then you
wouldn't really care what is art and
what isn't art.
It is important to note, though,
the power of written text in a newspa
per. The power of newspaper editori
als and advertising is uncontrollable.
Once published, it is out of the writ
ers' and graphic designers' hands and
into the world. Artists deal with the
same lack of control.
Now, with the power of the press,
I want to know what my readers want
to read about in The Vista.
I am tinkering with new ideas of
doing an investigatory piece of the
Mission Beach slash USD scene that
a fellow USD peer and Vista reader
suggested.
(Anna)slty, I am excited to hear
your feedback and can't wait to put
your ideas to good use.
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Jason Wu's collection for Target sells out in hours
Fans can't get their hands on items just 24 hours after debut
By Maggie Hartley
Fashion designer Jason Wu's cloth
ing line for Target, which debuted on
line and in stores on Super Bowl Sun
day, seeks to attract fashionistas on a
budget. The designer duds and acces
sories, including dresses, separates and
handbags, range in price from $19.99 to
$59.99.
Typical prices for Wu's handi
work? Anywhere from $500 to $2,300
for a single item at Nordstrom, where
the designer also has a fashion line.
Wu, who was bom in Taipei, Tai
wan but has also lived in Vancouver and
Paris, infuses international flare into his
designs. His clothing style is described
as fresh, romantic and sophisticated.
Some of his most famous clients in

clude First Lady Michelle Obama, Nat
alie Portman and Diane Kruger.
The Target line features 53 of Wu's
stylish designer pieces. The opening
morning was chaotic for many employ
ees and shoppers due to the high volume
of demand for his new line. Target al
ready had experienced mass commotion
when launching their Missoni line last
September (Just FYI Anna, when it's
not part of an entire date, months are
spelled out, e.g. "Sept. 3" vs "last Sep
tember) Although Missoni for Target
was a much larger collection with about
400 pieces, hundreds of people waited
outside various Los Angeles stores for
the line's debut, reported the Los An
geles Times. The stores' racks were
cleared in minutes.
It was consumer madness. Shop
pers reported that Target Online was

mnning smoothly, although many of the
Jason Wu items ran out in the first few
hours of the morning. This was unlike
the launch of Missoni, when Target On
line crashed, upsetting many customers.
Shoppers in Miami, Fla. were not
happy when one couple bought out the
entire Jason Wu collection, despite a
two piece per person rale.
The real importance of the Jason
Wu line at Target is what it is saying
about the fashion and consumer in
dustry. "There has been a trend that
shoppers are trading down, or in other
words, consumers are shopping at Tar
get for designer clothing instead of Nordstorm," USD business professor Judy
Parker said.
Other stores have been involved in
this same kind of practice. Designer Do
natella Versace created a line for H&M

this past November and has plans to
continue creating designs for the store.
Back in the high fashion world, this is
not changing designers' image in the
slightest. Jason Wu has received strong
positive feedback for his 2012 New
York Fashion Week collection fresh off
his Target success. His designs in fash
ion week varied greatly from what he
recently presented at Target. At Fashion
Week he went for a more high-drama
style with a Hollywood-meets-Chinese
flair unlike his cute, quirky and consum
er-friendly line at Target.
Only time will tell if the trading
down trend in the fashion world will
continue. As of now, the success of de
signer clothing available to the consum
er masses has been undeniable and will
surely continue to please fashionistas'
wardrobes and wallets.

The opportunity of
peace in businesses
Steve Killea presents new ideas
By Nick Dixon &
Anna von Bertrab

Billy McCabe/The Vista

"We are all actors of our world
story," Associate Professor
of
Management Dr. Patricia Marquez
said at the "Opportunity of Peace for
Business and Markets" presentation
held on Thursday, Feb. 9. The focus
of the seminar was a "new business
imagination," calling for domestic
and international peace.
"Requisite to this progressive
imagination are new concepts,
paradigms, solutions and forms of
empowerment. Students are the
agents of change," Marquez said.
She encourages us to look beyond the
surface level and search for new and
innovative forms of change.
Australian IT entrepreneur and
keynote speaker Steve Killelea picked
up the baton from there. He is the
owner of the two publicly traded
companies Software Products and
Integrated Research. Re-channeling
peace into mainstream business was
at the crux of his talk. Through his
research, Killelea devised a way
to determine the peacefulness of a
country through what he calls the
Global Peace Index (GPI).
Currently, the GPI is the only
method for quantifying positive
peace. The GPI is a useful tool in
globalization, as certain problemslike loss of biodiversity, climate

change and natural disasters—require
the cooperation of peaceful actors to
fix.
"Peace is a prerequisite for the
proliferation of society," Killelea
said. "It's in everyone's best interest
that societies achieve a base level of
peace to promote an optimal business
environment. This optimal business
environment is characterized by a
resilient, strong economy in a peaceful
and socially cohesive region. "
"Measuring peace is a new
frontier but by studying it, we can
better understand its fabric," Killelea
said. Currently, Iceland is the most
peaceful nation, followed by New
Zealand and Japan according to
Killelea. The U.S. gets a "medium"
grade due its high incarceration rates,
availability of arms and involvement
in foreign wars.
"The Eight Structures of Peace"
used to a country's GPI include
a sound business environment,
a
well-functioning
government,
equitable distribution of resources,
free information flow, low levels of
corruption, high levels of education,
equal rights and good relationships
with neighbors. Peace must be
achieved to maximize output by
maximizing human potential.
The bottom line for Killelea is
that our current business climate is a
product of the failure of the Western
world. Peace makes economic sense,
and it's time to turn sense into cents.
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Africa rises to Europe's debt-ridden cry for help

Ex-colony aiding its old master with Angola and Portugal's role reversal
By Kasha Patel
Not so long ago, thousands of
Angolans were fleeing
civil war
looking for a better life in Portugal.
Now the tables have turned. Angola's
remarkable recovery from a poor,
war-torn African country to a rising
global oil power has been sealed
with news that it will provide much
needed aid to the debt-ridden country
of Portugal.
"Angola already has large
investments in Portugal's private
sector, so they view buying in it as
an opportunity," Monica Mark said
in an article in the Guardian. The
booming economy in Angola has also
led many people of Portugal to pick
up and move to Angola for business

and career opportunities. In the end, and greater government stability,"
the countries are helping each other professor of economics and Director
out, as Portugal's aid from Angola is of the Ahlers Center for International
predicted to increase over the next Business Denise Dimon said. "At
the same time there have been better
year and Angola gains more workers.
From rags to riches, not only economic policies that have been
Angola has seen growing prosperity, more conducive for business growth
but so have several other African along with a surge in demand for the
countries such as Rwanda and commodities that Africa has to sell."
All of this has allowed the
Ethiopia. Overall, African economies
are rapidly expanding and millions of region to experience prosperity and
people have moved into the middle continually improve development.
class throughout the last decade. This optimism only reaches so far,
Around 60 million Africans have an however, because most Africans still
income of $3,000 a year, and 100 live on less than $2 a day.
"Food production per person has
million will by the year 2015, predicts
the Standard Bank. This is good news slumped since independence in the
compared to the low $700 average 1960s. The average lifespan in some
countries is under 50 years. Drought
yearly income of most Africans.
"For many of the countries and famine persist. The climate is
in the [African] continent there is worsening, with deforestation and
now less conflict, better governance desertification rates rising. Yet against

that depressingly familiar backdrop,
some fundamental numbers are
moving in the right direction," The
Economist said.
Population trends are also in
Africa's favor as well educated young
people fill the job markets and the
birth rate declines.
With more working-age people
and less dependents comes increasing
growth, and that is exactly what
Africa needs.
With the growing number of
workers comes a strong interest
in technology, which is boosting
economic prosperity as well. One
example of this can be seen with the
vast use of mobile technology. Africa
has over 600 million cell phone
users, more than America or Europe.
Since Africa's roads are generally
under-developed and unmanageable,

advances in communications like
mobile banking and other applications
have been hugely beneficial.
China was the first
to see
prospects in Africa, and now more
than a million Chinese are discovering
opportunities for investment and trade
throughout African cities and even
in its villages. "China's arrival has
improved Africa's infrastructure and
boosted its manufacturing sector.
Other non-Western countries, from
Brazil and Turkey to Malaysia and
India, are following its lead," the
Economist said.
"The future [of Africa] is very
exciting and optimistic," Dimon said.
"I like the quote from Nelson Mandela,
'It always seems impossible until
it's done.' Well, the once seemingly
impossible is now happening." Africa
is now open for business.
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Verizon and Redbox team up to compete with Netflix

Billy McCabe/The Vista

By Kenny Rosen
& Kasha Patel
Verizon Communications Inc. and
Coinstar's Redbox have recently teamed
up to compete against the media stream
ing giant Nexflix. This new venture
seeks to pair online access with rentals
of physical discs from Redbox kiosks
across the country, much like Netflix

does with its mail order operation.
Redbox is said to have taken a 35
percent share in the joint venture, putting
up $14 million. This leaves 65 percent of
the company in Verizon's hands, indicat
ing they will be putting $26 million up
to take the market share, reports NPR.
The company plans to not only offer a
streaming movie service similar to Net
flix but will also include the addition of
movie rentals at any of Redbox's 35,000

kiosks nationwide.
Although Verizon declined to state
their pricing, there is speculation that the
cost per month will be close to $6.00, in
comparison to Netflix's $7.99 per month
online and $15.00 per month for both the
online and mail order service.
Netflix will also have to reexamine
the popularity of its independent and old
movies that have a lackluster appeal for
consumers who are mainly interested in

watching new releases. This competi
tion may force Netflix to reconsider its
pricing in order to keep an edge in the
streaming media market.
"It remains unclear whether Verison'
and Coinstar have the stomach to pay
hefty online-content licensing fees that
Netflix has used to seduce wary media
companies, but Netflix has committed
to spend several billion dollars in such
fees over the next few years," Anton

Troianovski and Sam Schechner of the
Wall Street Journal said.
The success of Verizon and Coinstar's new company relies on its accessi
bility and price point in order to compete
with other media giants such as Hulu and
Amazon Plus.
"We are confident we will have a
very competitive offering at a greater
value," Coinstar Chief Executive Paul
Davis said in the Wall Street Journal.
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1. City in China halts the sales of the iPad

4. Fake cancer drug found in the U.S.

The authorities in Xuzhou, a costal city in China, re
leased a temporary impoundment on the Apple prod
uct due to a trademark dispute with the makers of the
computer displays, Proview.

Swiss drug maker Roche is warning doctors, hos
pitals and patients that a counterfeit version of the
widely used Avastin cancer therapy was found in the
U.S.

2. Michael Kors boosts in profit

5. McDonald's to phase out pig crates

Michael Kors Holdings Ltd.'s earnings rose 47 per
cent as demand for its luxury retail products grew.

The world's largest restaurant chain will require its
pork suppliers to get rid of gestation pens.

3. Grammy's on Sunday drew the second largest
audience in history

6. And the riskiest film of 2011 is...

"The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo" was named 2011
Roughly 39.9 million people were watching the award riskiest film by Fireman's Fund due to torture scenes.
show at any given minute.
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Incomplete victory for gay rights
By Mike Kowalski
Gay rights advocates are celebrat
ing the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals'
ruling that Proposition 8 is unconstitu
tional, but the legal battle for same-sex
marriage is far from over. The appellate
court itself was divided on the ruling,
with one out of three of the judges on
the panel dissenting. This particular
battle for California's gay marriage
rights may be nearing a decision, but
the war over the issue in general is only
just beginning. In response, conserva
tive groups have already started filing
an appeal to higher powers.
Meanwhile, whether or not gay
couples will be allowed to marry again
in California hinges on a current sus
pension of the case, which was issued
by the court while appeals are filed.
Despite the jubilant atmosphere of the
LGBT community and its supporters,
the reality is that the case is still up in
the air.
This does not mean that there
is no cause to celebrate. Despite the
long process ahead before the dispute
is brought before the U.S. Supreme
Court, the decision of the 9th Circuit
Court has set off a wave of optimism

for more victories for gay rights. The
very next day, the state of Washing
ton passed a . bill .to legalize same-sex
marriage. Governor Chris Gregoire is
expected to sign the bill into law on
Monday. New Jersey's legislature is
also voting on a similar bill next week.
However, these gains and others could
all be threatened as decisions about
Prop 8 continue to change, especially if
the controversy surrounding the propo
sition reaches the Supreme Court.
Under the leadership of Chief Jus
tice John G. Edwards, the conserva
tively-dominated Supreme Court has
made a string of questionable decisions
that overwhelmingly tow the GOP line.
One example of these questionable
decisions is in the 2012 case Citizens
United v. Federal Election Commis
sion, where the Supreme Court ruled
that there is no law limiting the amount
of money corporations spend on politi
cal campaigns. Given the pattern of re
cent decisions, the most likely outcome
of a Supreme Court ruling would be
to nullify the 9th Circuit's declaration
and uphold Proposition 8's legality.
Such a result would effectively legiti
mize discriminatory laws banning gay
marriage, but would that decision be
consistent with the court's mission to
uphold the Constitution?

Conservative groups argue that the forts of religiously-based "family
government must intervene in order to values" groups, they will have caved
protect the sanctity of traditional mar to partisanship and failed to keep re
riage. The only problem is that such a ligious ideology out of the American
goal runs counter to the First Amend legal system. Most importantly, the 9th
ment. Every definition of the word Circuit's decision showed that Propo
"sanctity" includes either the word sition 8 also violated the 14th Amend
"religion," "religious," "holiness" or ment's Equal Protection Clause, which
protects all Americans from unequal
"sacred".
The Establishment Clause of the protection or discrimination under the
First Amendment reads, "Congress law.
"Proposition 8 serves no purpose,
shall make no law respecting an estab
lishment of religion," meaning that it is and has no effect, other than to lessen
not the business of the government to the status and human dignity of gays
uphold or denigrate religious, or even and lesbians in California, and to of
ficially reclassify their relationships
irreligious, values.
Justice Hugo Black interpreted and families as inferior to those of op
the Establishment Clause as an exten posite-sex couples," said Judge Steven
sion of Thomas Jefferson's belief in Reinhardt in the majority opinion.
Proposition 8 was written to effec
separation of church and state when
he wrote the majority opinion in Ever- tively marginalize an entire segment
son v. Board of Education. Black said, of American society by subordinating
"Neither [a state nor the federal gov their desires to the desires of a "moral
ernment] can pass laws which aid one elite," so that those moral elitists can to
religion, aid all religions, or prefer one impose their values on the rest of the
religion over another. Neither can force nation. Christian conservatives, wheth
nor influence a person to go to or to er the Supreme Court agrees with their
remain away from church against his ideology or not, ought to be aware that
will or force him to profess a belief or legalizing religious discrimination di
rectly conflicts with every American's
disbelief in any religion."
If the court rules in favor of up duty to uphold our nation's Constitu
holding Proposition 8, which was tion and protect the rights of all its citi
brought about through the tireless ef zens, gay or straight.

Don Cornelius' lasting legacy
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"SoulTrain" creator Don Cornelius dies, leaving behine a legacy of culture.

By Nathaniel Martins
Not many of us knew who Don
Cornelius was. In fact, until he died
on Feb. 1, many had no idea about
his work on the legendary televi
sion series "Soul Train." Ask your
parents; they'll remember "Soul
Train." Before there was Carson
Daly, there was the man known as

the conductor, Don Cornelius.
Cornelius grew up in Chicago's
South Side in the 1940s. After an
18-month stint in Korea, Cornelius
made his way working random jobs
in Chicago until hooking up with
WVON ("Voice of the Negro"), a
radio station where he worked as an
announcer, news reporter and disc
jockey.
It was only a matter of time be

fore Cornelius moved over to the
affiliate WCIU-TV, getting his start
hosting a show called "A Black's
View of the News" in 1967. In 1970
he launched "Soul Train" as a cre
ator, producer and even host.
In the 1960s, Cornelius was
a journalist inspired by the Civil
Rights Movement, so his motives
for creating the show were obvi
ous. Prior to creating the program,
Cornelius noticed that there were no
television shows dedicated to soul
music, which he decided to change.
Cornelius introduced a number of
African American artists to a larger
audience as a result of their appear
ances on his program.
Playing such a vital role in
all aspects of the show, Cornelius
was able to expose African Ameri
can musicians like James Brown,
Aretha Franklin and Sly Stone to a
national audience. "Soul Train" was
also famous for its litany of back
up dancers, who also received expo
sure and job opportunities thanks to
Cornelius' creation.
He eventually handed over the
reigns of hosting to a number of
comedians and actors, but no one
could host the show quite like Cor
nelius during his 22-year reign. Not
even a domestic violence charge in
2008 or his apparent suicide last
week could mar a career of hipshaking and bell-bottoms.
On the morning of Feb. 1, of
ficers responded to a shooting at
Cornelius' Los Angeles home and
found Cornelius with a self-in
flicted gunshot wound to the head.
Some sources indicate that Corne
lius may have suffered from earlyonset Alzheimer's or dementia that
caused his health to steadily decline
for the last few years of his life.
The mark "Soul Train" made on
history Cannot go unnoticed. Amidst

a tumultuous civil landscape, "Soul
Train" offered African American
youth a sense of hope for an equal
future as well as a mass media out
let for African American culture.
"The show remains one of
the most resonant black brands in
American culture and a metaphor
for the freedoms and possibilities
in the early years of the post-Civil
Rights era," writer Mark Anthony
Neal said in the Huffington Post.
Without Cornelius laying the
groundwork, some of the most in
fluential radio programs like "The
Tom Joyner Morning Show" and
."The Michael Baisden Show"
would never have been possible.
Joyner and Baisden are African
American hosts of nationally syn
dicated radio programs, establish
ing their strong personalities across
the airwaves. Even television shows
like "Yo! MTV Raps" and "Total
Request Live" have roots that were
planted by Cornelius and "Soul
Train."
Every Saturday morning, mil
lions of Americans woke up to
Cornelius' smooth voice and even
smoother tunes. "Soul Train"
was not only an export of African
American music, but also of Afri
can American culture as a whole.
Clothes and dance styles were also
part of the essence of identity that
was broadcast to innumerable tele
vision sets in the '70s, '80s and
even early '90s.
During Black History Month,
we cannot forget a pioneer who
helped bring African American cul
ture to the mainstream. Cornelius
said it best when he left his audi
ence with his famous line that still
rings true even in his death, "I'm
Don Cornelius, and as always in
parting, we wish you love, peace
and soul!"

Remember when receiving the prize
in the cereal box was one of the most ex
citing moments of the day? Morning after
morning, children would run to the kitch
en, grab a box of cereal, whether it was
Cheerios, Reese's Puffs or Cap'n Crunch,
and pour themselves a nice big bowl.
With the cereal box directly in front
of a child's face, kids eyes stare intently as
they sit there and chow down on the tasty
cereal. To the untrained eye, or from the
perspective of a parent, it simply looks like
a kid eating breakfast with a container on
the table. Any kid, however, knows that
the box doesn't just contain cereal, but
it also has fun facts, mazes and all sorts
of activities to keep the mind entertained
from one bite to another. And it isn't mind
lessly staring, but a careful reading and
scanning of the cereal box up and down,
left to right, soaking up every last bit of
detail that box contains.
Cheerios boxes even developed a re
curring character named Buzz, who soon
became the Honey-Nut Cheerios mascot.
For the kids who enjoyed a bowl of Hon
ey-Nut Cheerios in the morning, safely
navigating Buzz through the maze on the
box seemed like the most important task
of the day. Children would not give up un
til Buzz had safely made it back to his hon
ey. Or perhaps when the kids were trying
to steal the Lucky Charms from the green
leprechaun, and according to the box, the
only way to save the cereal was through
decoding the phrases. Even after those ac
tivities were completed, would even read
the nutritional facts on the side of the box
and the front cover, just to make sure noth
ing was missed.
No matter the game, the cereal or the
character that we as children were help
ing, for that 15 minutes of breakfast time a
child's mind was completely engaged and
engulfed in that activity. It was the time in
which most children could relax and pre
pare for the day that wait ahead. It was a
mindless activity, but it was also an enter
taining one.
However, General Mills has recently
divulged that they are planning on upgrad
ing to a digital experience in which the
old fashioned cereal box would get a ma
jor facelift. General Mills plans to update
the concept of a surprise inside the cereal
box so that it can better reflect today's
technology-obsessed culture. Instead of a
traditional prize hidden in the cereal, kids
will have to point a smartphone at tire box,
revealing a digital surprise.
The way it works is the cereal boxes
will contain codes called QR codes, or
quick response codes, that will be scanned
through the smartphone's camera and then
automatically take the phone to a website
that corresponds with the QR code. This
website would then reveal the prize.
It was sad enough when kids couldn't
get the prize in the box and instead had to
mail in an order for it, but to now bring
technology into such a simple process of
reading the back of one's cereal box is too
much. Kids shouldn't be worried about
having a phone in their possession in order
to see a cereal box surprise. It appears that
with technology like this, children risk be
coming more dependent upon technology
than they already are.
Typically when a person sees a
7-year-old with an iPhone, their initial re
sponse is to roll their eyes and shake their
head, because for a child, that kind of ad
vanced technology is unnecessary. Now,
with these new codes, more and more
children will need to use a smartphone of
some sort in order to view the surprise.
Whether they get their own phone or bor
row their parents is irrelevant, because ei
ther way, they are bringing technology to
the breakfast table, a place where it does
not belong.
Breakfast is a time to prep for the day
and zone out while kids can participate
in the fun activities that have been put on
the box. That mindless kind of activity is
enjoyable, and many still continue to find
themselves lost in the back of the cereal
box as adults.
The crossing of smartphones and
breakfast boxes is making children believe
that the only way to have fun is with tech
nology. It is sad that kids can no longer
simply be surprised by opening the cereal
box and having the tiny toy of some kind
fall into their bowl. Apparently, the only
way to be surprised is to bring forth new
technological visual experiences.
Some things should just stay the way
they are without trying to be cutting edge,
and ceteal boxes are definitely one ex
ample of how not everything needs to be
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Who is the conservative alternative?
By Trevor Carlsen
With the campaign for the Re
publican nomination seemingly a
contest between Mitt Romney and
the anti-Romney, according to the
talking heads on TV, many have
come to the conclusion that the race
will ultimately be between Romney
and Newt Gingrich. In his campaign
ing,!) Gingrich has presented himself
as "the conservative alternative,"
leaving voters to infer that he is the
only alternative to Romney.
The recent results of last Tues
day's primaries and caucuses suggest
that maybe Gingrich isn't the only
candidate left in the race that can beat
Romney. In fact, he may be the one
getting in the way.
Rick Santorum won decisive
victories in Colorado, Minnesota and
Missouri in the last primaries before
the three-week break. Though he was
expected to do very well in these
contests, no one anticipated that he
Photos Courtesy Jeckyl Photo/ Flickr CC
would pull off such a sweeping vic
Rick Santorum applies to his supporters on the platform of being the conservative alternative
tory.
It is important to note that Santo- President Obama on the issue of health when it is the best interest of the Unit doing incredibly well without Gin
rum's largest victory on Tuesday eve care, a pivotal issue in this election, and ed States. Fiscally, Santorum is conser grich, which is enough to make vot
ning came in the Missouri primary, a he ran to the left of Ted Kennedy when vative but has yet to come out with an ers wonder if Gingrich is even worth
state where Gingrich, Santorum's fel he campaigned for the Massachusetts explicit plan to trim the deficit. Voters keeping around.
low conservative in the race, wasn't Senate seat. The GOP needs to have a can be assured, however, that if Con
What may ultimately set Santo
on the ballot.
nominee that is a sharp contrast to the* gress passes legislation that is fiscally
rum apart from Gingrich as the conser
The Gingrich campaign failed to leftist policies of the Obama administra conservative, he will sign it.
vative choice will be his performance
meet the requirements for this stage tion.
Before the results from Tuesday's in Arizona and Michigan after a threeof the state's election cycle, and
While Ron Paul is capable of being elections, one could argue that Santo week break and then the big primaries
while he will be on the ballot when the polar opposite of the president on rum, being underfunded, was siphon of Super Tuesday.
the state later decides its delegate al domestic policy, he sorely lacks a strong ing votes from Gingrich. After a strong
Santorum received a bump from
location, the Santorum campaign still foreign policy, a position that leaves showing in all three primaries coupled his big day on Tuesday, but it is hardly
has much to celebrate.
conservatives skeptical of a Ron Paul with a poor performance by Gingrich, a wave that he can ride to victory in
Gingrich would be an acceptable presidency. His policies are also more the opposite could be true.
the next round of voting. As Washing
nominee for the Republican Party, libertarian in nature, making Congress
It is still very early on in the pri ton Post columnist and Fox News con
but social conservatives and many man Paul less capable of asserting him mary process and too early for the Gin tributor Charles Krauthammer point
women find his marriage history an self as the conservative option.
grich campaign to throw in the towel, ed out in his post election analysis,
issue. Furthermore, Gingrich can be
Santorum is the consistent three- especially given his track record for "Momentum is tomorrow's starting
described at times as a loose cannon. tiered conservative. He has a strong coming back from behind, but the re pitcher." Whatever momentum Santo
Romney's stance is similar to foreign policy and advocates for force sults from Missouri show Santorum rum receives will need to be used as

a springboard into a strong campaign
going forward.
Money is still an obstacle for San
torum, because he does not have the
luxury of finances on the same scale
as the other competitors. Big wins in
primaries are key for a campaign like
the one Santorum is running in order
to continue to receive funding and re
main competitive. Fortunately for the
Santorum campaign, fundraising has
not been what has made his candidacy
successful in states like Iowa, Min
nesota, Missouri and Colorado. The
greatest asset to Santorum is his downto-earth, approachable campaign style.
Unlike the other candidates, Santorum
has run a campaign that is personal,
shaking hands with as many voters as
possible, sticking around to answer the
tough questions and being the easiest
candidate to connect with. It is a strong
campaign strategy for a candidate with
a lower budget, but it's also just who
Santorum is, and that's what attracts
conservatives to him.
Of the candidates remaining in
the race, Santorum is the most conser
vative. In a GOP primary, candidates
tend to appeal to the core of the party,
which is the conservative voters. Those
running in this primary are faced with
the difficult task of presenting them
selves as the most conservative option.
In a field where all the candidates can
argue for the conservative label, it is
even more difficult to do. After win
ning on Tuesday, Santorum was care
ful to bring the attention of his vic
tory back to the core of his campaign,
which is to unseat incumbent Obama.
"I don't stand here to claim to be
the conservative alternative to Mitt
Romney. I stand here to be the conser
vative alternative to Barack Obama,"
Santorum said. This message accu
rately portrays Santorum as the con
servative alternative not just to those
running for the GOP ticket but for the
general election as well.

U.S. embassy closes doors
Recent violence in Syria has
led the United States to shut
down their embassy; sparking
a debate on U.S. foreign policy
By Katie Johnson

Food trucks get graded

Sylvia Choi/The Vista

By Annalisa Minetto
Food trucks have rapidly
become a delicious mealtime staple
around San Diego County, with new
trucks and locations popping up on
a daily basis. This semester, USD
has even decided to jump on board
the movement with the installment
of Torero Tu Go, the West Coast's
very first campus-run food truck.
These gourmet meals on wheels
range in specialties from prime
grass-fed burgers, fresh pasta, mod
ern Asian cuisine, seared ahi tuna,
all the way to New England lob
ster rolls. Food lovers of all types
can follow their favorite trucks on
Facebook and Twitter to find their
exact location each and every day.
Currently there are nearly 1,100
food trucks and coffee carts roam
ing throughout the entire San Diego
County, and the numbers continue
to grow.
Despite their hungry and grate
ful customers, food trucks have
been subject to scrutiny and skep
ticism. The trucks are subjected
to surprise health inspections on
a yearly basis where the overall
quality of both the food and truck
itself are examined. In addition to
the upkeep of the truck, inspec
tors also consider the temperature
of the food storage, whether there
is a proper hand washing area and
whether or not all surfaces are suf
ficiently cleaned.
Within the last two years nearly
half of the all trucks currently oper

ating have received violations for vari
ous reasons, but still no grading system
was developed. Why have these food
trucks not been placed under the same
standards as restaurants? According
to the Department of Health, they had
not ever truly considered a grading
system as a viable option. The trucks
not only move in and out of different
counties, but in artd out of the state as
well. Not only are they not always in
the same place, but they also are not
always open. They have limited hours,
depending on both the day of the week
and the time of the year.
Policies on this matter differ
throughout California. According to
the Union-Tribune, other large cities
such as Los Angeles and San Fran
cisco have very different policies. Los
Angeles requires letter grade placards
on all mobile food service vehicles,
whereas San Francisco does not. The
Department of Environmental Heath
in San Diego has been looking to both
of these cities, as well as a few others,
to see which policies work best in or
der to design a policy specifically for
San Diego.
One of the biggest problems they
have encountered is the fact that these
establishments can move around and
are never in one place long enough,
making them difficult to track down.
Another issue the county faces is that
unlike typical restaurant establish
ments where the-public can view their
health grade online, the food truck re
ports are still just made on paper, not
on the Internet. In an interview with
the Union-Tribune, the assistant direc

tor of the Department of Environ
mental Health said that the reports
will not be electronic until later this
year.
When asked for their opinion on
this issue, many food truck operators
said that it was something they never
thought of, but they believed they
could only see themselves benefiting
from the installment of a letter grad
ing system.
"I would love to have a letter
A on my truck," Mark Pavlinovic,
owner of the Italian food truck Mangia Mangia, said in an interview with
the Union-Tribune. "If we have the
chance to get letter grades on this
new generation of trucks, that will
help people understand we are pre
paring food safely. Some people are
skeptical about eating from food
trucks."
Installing some type of grading
system for the food trucks through
out San Diego County seems ben
eficial for both the business owners
and their hungry customers. The din
ing experience would be even more
enjoyable for customers who know
that the delicious treat they are about
to enjoy is of high quality. Also, the
trucks would have to better them
selves in order to meet the needs of
their clientele, making their products
even safer.
All in all, whether it is a highclass restaurant or a low-budget food
cart, all food vendors should be held
to the same standards because they all
have the same mission of providing
delicious and safe meals to the public.

As the United States Embassy in
Syria closed its doors and evacuated its
17 employees, the question of where
and how the U.S. should get involved
overseas opened up for debate.
"The recent surge in violence,
including bombings in Damascus on
Dec. 23 and Jan. 6, has raised serious
concerns that our embassy is not suf
ficiently protected from armed attack,"
State Department spokesman Victoria
Nuland said in an interview with CNN.
For 11 months now, bloody uprisings
against Syrian President Bashar alAssad have ravaged the streets of Syr
ia. According to the USA Today, the
U.N. has reported that more than 5,400
people have been killed, most of them
civilians.
"Gunfire is falling like rain, and all
the stores are closed," a civilian who
identified himself as Ahmed said in an
interview with the New York Times.
"We keep hearing unbelievably loud
explosions that shake the windows ev
ery half-hour."
Many people believe that now is
the time that the American embassy
should be open, but evacuating Ameri
can citizens and embassy officials is
a move that should be commended.
Whether or not the U.S. should make
future plans to intervene militarily or
just focus on humanitarian support and
aid for this country in conflict is a de
bate that has only just begun.
As the Pentagon and the U.S. Cen
tral Command take on the task of re
viewing and calculating U.S. military
proficiency and its options in Syria, it
seems as though they are on the right
track.
"Before we start talking about
military options, we very much want
to ensure that we have exhausted all
the political, economic and diplomatic
means at our disposal," United Nations
Ambassador Susan Rice said regarding
her prudent approach to what contin
ued U.S. intervention may look like on
a CNN blog entitled "Security Clear
ance."
President Barack Obama has made
the right choice in not jumping in too
quickly to provide military interven
tion and assistance to the conflict in
Syria.
"I think it is very important for us
to try to resolve this without recourse

to outside military intervention, and I
think that's possible," Obama said in
an interview with NBC.
Arizona Senator John McCain has
taken a similar approach. While he can
not rale out military involvement, he
and many other politicians are attempt
ing to find ways of working around it.
An article in the Huffington Post
explains that McCain believes that the
military options currently being con
sidered may not lead to the most pro
ductive results possible.
"The question is how do you do it,
if you do it in a viable fashion — that
the arms get to the right people, that it's
used effectively," McCain said
McCain makes a strong and valid
point. Obama, the Pentagon, and the
U.S. Central Command are taking the
necessary measures to review what the
results of military aid in Syria would
be, and that should be praised.
The U.S. has been careless about
where it has sent military aid in the
past. One example of this is the 12year civil war in El Salvador that took
place from 1980 to 1992. Thousands
of Salvadoran citizens were brutally
murdered, raped and pillaged by their
oppressive government, which was
partially funded by the U.S. The U.S.
spent over $1 million for arms that
were given to the oppressive govern
ment of El Salvador. The U.N. Truth
Commission reported that 95 percent
of the deaths and human rights viola
tions during the war were committed
by these military members who were
trained at The School of the Americas
in Fort Bennings, Ga.
Now, over 20 years later, circum
stances are certainly different in Syria.
The point here, however, is that the
U.S. is right in its reservations to jump
into Syria with military assistance.
Giving aid to forces who want to over
throw Bashar al-Assad is definitely a
worthy cause, but it needs to be done
in a way that will promote the best re
sults for all parties involved. Luckily,
Obama and other officials agree that
it is extremely important to make sure
that any weapons from the American
military get into the right hands. The
killing of innocent civilians needs to
stop, and the U.S. cannot risk to be the
source of innocent deaths. Now that the
embassy has closed in Syria, the U.S.
needs to be thorough and deliberate
before any decisions regarding military
aid are reached.
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Letters to the
Editor Policy
The Vista strongly encourages letters
to the editor from students, faculty, staff,
administration and the community.
Correspondence should be sent to
twilson@usdvista.com with the subject line
"Letter to the Editor."
Submissions should be limited to 500
words and must include verifiable contact
information. Letter content is subject to
editing for clarity and style.
The Vista does not publish anonymous
letters, those addressed to a third party or
letters in poor taste.

SWANSON PYRAMID OF GREATNESS

EMAIL LAUREN FOR MORE INFO:
LVUJOVICH@USDVISTA.COM

Torero Board 2011
Melissa Bacon Chairperson
Julieta Barrios
Alison Mackey
Justin Matti
Annabel Naish
Kittric Lovel
Cathy Wu
Michael Chau
Cowas Jehangir
Sana Ebrahim
Liz Pun
Farik Kassymov
Zein Nour

Would like to CONGRATULATE the

T-Squad 2012
The Torero Squad consists of over 50 student volunteers led by
a Torero Days Chairperson and a Torero Days Board made up
of 10 undergraduate students. The Squad is composed of a
Commuter Team, Info Team, International Team, Photo Team,
Transfer Team, and Transportation Team. The entire Squad
participates in 5 days of training in preparation for the arrival
of new students. T-Squad represents a wide spectrum of
activities, cultures and interests, yet they share the common
goal of welcoming new students into the USD community
while having fun!
You must attend an informational in order to participate in the
application process:

Torero Board 2012
Alison Mackey - Chairperson
Max Nanzin
Elizabeth Pun
Michael Chau
Jay Winn
Gergana Droumeva
Kelsey Bannon
Mohammad AlBader
Michelle Powelson
Amy Bowers

On their selection to the Torero Board.

Good Luck with Torero Days 2012!

Thursday, February 16th - 1:30pm, UC104
Monday, February 20st -11:30am, UC 107
Tuesday, February 21st - 1:30pm, UC 128
Wednesday, February 22nd - 1:30pm, UC 103
Thursday, February 23rd - 12:30pm, UC 104 .
Monday, February 27th - 1:00pm, UC 103
Tuesday, February 28th - 12:30pm, UC 128
Wednesday; February 29th - 11:30am, UC 107 .
Thursday, March 1st - 1:00pm, UC Forum B
Wednesday, March 14th- 12:30pm, UC 128

For more information, please visit the Torero Days website:

www.sandiego.edu/orientation or visit UC 132
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The
"(In)Visible
Project"

By Haley Earl-Lynn
A walk-through art exhibit popped
up outside of the SLP this Monday.
Foreign looking on our perfectly
matching mission style campus, this
exhibit initially seems puzzling and out
of place.
The "(In)Visible Project" is a
mobile exhibit. It will be hanging out on
campus until Feb. 25 in anticipation of
the "Solutions to Homelessness in San
Diego" forum on campus, where San
Diegans and USD community members
will be able to ask questions and offer
suggestions on homelessness to a panel
of community leaders.
The "(In)Visible Project" is a
multimedia installation that presents an
intimate and dignified human portrait of
San Diego's homeless population. The
goal behind the exhibit is to challenge
public perceptions of homelessness
in the hope of finding real and lasting
solutions to the bleak reality in San
Diego. More than 9,000 San Diegans are
without permanent shelter, according
to the 2011 Regional Task Force on
homelessness. That number is bigger
than the growing number of USD's
undergraduate population.
Five artists have contributed to the
"(In)Visible Project": Bear Guerra, Luis
Guerra, Jessica Jollett, Omar Lopez
and Rebecca Rauber. Collectively, the
artists feel that families will continue to
be impacted by homelessness if public
views are not changed. The ongoing
economic crisis and the loss of jobs
and homes are certainly not helping the
number of homeless San Diegans. Tough
economic times have forced some local
residents and their families out of their
homes.
To, make matters worse, veterans
are returning from the wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan without adequate support.
This too has led to a spike in homeless.
35 percent of the homeless population in
San Diego are veterans.
Bear Guerra is the photographer
of the exhibit. His contribution to the
project was first displayed as an Art Lab
at the Art San DiegO Contemporary Art
Fair. Inspired by the social, economic
and humanitarian implications of the
project, Guerra sought to make viewers
think, "Those are good looking homeless
people. Those people are just like me."
Guerra did just that with his work.
"They really didn't look homeless,"
USD junior Kelsey Perry said. "They
looked beautiful. And I know that's the
point...to make them seem human rather
than gross."
With the help of designer Omar
Lopez, Guerilla's art is the center
of attention at the exhibit. The grid
like installation is a model of artful
simplicity. It doesn't take away from the
photos, but rather invites viewers in for
a closer look.
The "(In)Visible Project" was
brought to the attention of Dr. Carlton
Floyd, Associate Provost and Director of
the Center for Inclusion and Diversity,
by Peace Studies graduate student
Vivien Frances. The project answered
the school's need for a day dedicated to
service in conjunction with the Martin
Luther King Jr. parade this past January.
More than just fulfilling a
requirement, the exhibit is geared
toward refocusing the philanthropic
efforts on campus.
"Our intention is to shift that focus
from the global to the local so that
we can better educate and serve our
community, our neighbors," Elizabeth
Mason, employee at The Center for
Inclusion and Diversity, said. "We have
a dedication to promote social justice
but how could we successfully do that
on a global scale if we are not already
doing it right here at home?"
The exhibit is purposefully located
in a highly trafficked area on campus.
Homelessness is a social issue often
hidden in plain sight.
"We thought it imperative that the
"(In)Visible Project" be displayed in
a public area and not keep it hidden,
as homelessness is an issue that strike
closer to home than many might think,"
Mason remarked. "We are committed
to promoting a socially just world that
seeks the betterment of all within it, this
work is consistent with our mission."
For students and viewers who
find themselves moved enough to get
involved, the project's documentation
includes a list of resources and ways
to help out. Students are encouraged to
attend the homelessness forum on Feb.
23 in the Joan Kroc Institute for Peace
and Justice Theatre from 7:00 to 8:30
p.m.

LEFT:The Dalai Lama meditates on stage during a public speeking event. RIGHT:The 14th Dalai Lama has not returned to his home country ofTibet in more than 50 years.

Tibetan film series educates USD community
An effort to inform students and faculty runs through April

By Jackson Somes
In anticipation of His Holiness
the 14th Dalai Lama visiting USD,
a weekly film
series called "The
Wisdom of Tibet: Understanding the
Dalai Lama" has been launched here
at USD. One film per week will be
screened in the Outdoor Adventures
office, Room 129 of the Ernest and
Jean Hahn University Center.
The film series began on Feb.
9 with it's feature presentation
"Kundun," the powerful Martin
Scorsese picture detailing the early
life of the 14th Dalai Lama and the
crisis he and the people of Tibet faced
when the People's Republic of China
invaded Tibet.
The invasion occurred in 1949.
In 1951 the 14th Damai Lama's
delegates and the government of the
People's Republic of China signed the
Seventeen Points Agreement, which
affirmed Chinese sovereignty over
Tibet.
The Dalai Lama rejected this
agreement. Tibetan exiles also
consider the agreement to be invalid.
After years of meeting with Mao
Zedong, political leader of the
People's Republic of China, and

spiritual leader of Tibet and as of
today, there have been a total of 14
recognized Dalai Lamas. The first
Dalai Lama was appointed in 1391.
The 14th Dalai Lama was officially
recognized as His Holiness on Nov.
17,1950. On that day, he assumed full
political power ofTibet.
The
Dalai
Lama
is
an
internationally recognized man of
peace. He received the Nobel Peace
Prize in 1989 for his nonviolent
struggle for Tibet's freedom and
independence. He has traveled to
over 62 different nations. He has been
the recipient of 84 awards, honorary
doctorates and prizes or his efforts
to liberate Tibet. With Tibet still
under Chinese rule still, Dalai Lama
has yet to determine whether he will
reincarnate or be the last Dalai Lama.
The Dalai Lama has not yet returned
to Tibet since he left in exile in 1959,
but has stated that he wishes to return.
The films will be screened every
Thursday at 7:00 p.m. until April
12 (except during spring break and
Easter vacation). Each screening is
free to attend and light refreshments
will be provided by Residential Life.
Students are encouraged to come learn
more about Tibet before welcoming

several rebellions within Tibet against ideal method to helping the USD
Chinese rule, the Dalai Lama was community familiarize itself with
forced to flee Tibet for asylum in Tibetan history and culture before the
India. Tibet was no longer a safe place arrival of the Dalai Lama.
With
the
screening
only
for him to live.
Bmtal suppression followed with lacking a venue, the director of
both
Outdoor
Adventures
and
the 1959 Tibetan Uprising. 1959 also
marked the start of Mao's "Great Leap Sustainability Programming, Greg
Forward" campaign which caused Zackowski, stepped in and offered
the Outdoor Adventures office.
widespread famine throughout Tibet.
to
Zackowski, this
In 1963, while in exile in According
India, His Holiness promulgated a room can hold between 40 and 50
democratic constitution for Tibet students. Zackowski explained the
titled "The Charter of Tibetans in appropriateness of using the Outdoor
Exile." This document included Adventures Office.
"His Holiness is a huge proponent
the democratic ideals of freedom
of speech, belief and assembly and of living in the moment and caring
also created an elected parliament. for God's creation," Zackowski said.
Still living as an exile, His Holiness ."This is a fundamental belief within
announced in 1992 that when Tibet is Outdoor Adventures."
Largely for educational purposes,
freed an immediate interim assembly
would be established. He would live this film series offers an opportunity
like an ordinary citizen among the for the USD community to become
other exiles, relinquishing his political better acquainted with the history and
culture of Tibet before the visit from
authority to an interim president.
His Holiness on April 18. Zackowski
The idea behind this film
series here at USD started with recognized this visit as an educational
Professor Karma Lekshe Tsomo of opportunity.
"Many of us want to learn more
the Department of Theology and
Religious Studies. Tsomo put in a about the Tibetan people prior to the
grant for a film series focusing on visit," Zackowski said.
The Dalai Lama acts as the
Tibet. He saw film screenings as an

"The Recommendation" engages young adults
By Anna von Bertrab
Upon entering the Sheryl and Harvey White Theatre, a sign
warns that "strong use of language" sets the tone for the play.
Staged in a 360 degree theatre, the actors are almost an arm's
length away from the audience. The intimate atmosphere of the
production, "The Recommendation", showing at the Sheryl
and Harvey White Theatre next to The Old Globe Theatre in
Balboa Park is an innovative contemporary play about two
college roommates dealing with the themes of class, race and
success. The play centers on how the right recommendation
can change your life.
Playwright Jonathan Caren creates three characters:
white, upper class Aaron Fcldman, played by Evan Tood; first
generation American Iskinder Iudoku, played by Brandon Gill;
and crass street criminal Dwight Barnes, played by Jimonn
Cole. These characters embark on a bold exploration of money,
education and connections. The modern friendship between
Feldman and Iudoku spans across 15 years in the production
and is played out in a series of events crossing paths with
accused felon, Barnes.
Feldman, a cocky and whimpering guy from Los Angeles,
gets placed with the son of an Ethiopian immigrant, Iudoku
called Izzy, at Brown University. Izzy is a pre-law student and
wants to achieve the American Dream. He hits the jackpot
with his newfound friend and roommate, Feldman. Feldman
is the golden, outspoken boy with all the right connections.
He generously takes Izzy under his wing. Upon graduation,
Feldman has a close connection place a call that ultimately
helps Izzy get into UCLA. Feldman follows Izzy's trail and
also heads back to the West Coast to pursue his dreams of
Hollywood filmmaking.
Minding his business and enjoying the good life, Feldman
is unexpectedly pulled over by the Los Angeles police because
of an apparently burnt out tail light. Feldman is sent to jail
without much of an explanation. He meets Dwight Barnes
prison, the king of the coop. Barnes scratches Feldman's back
and protects him in jail in hopes that one day down the line
Feldman will pull through and get him out of the slammer.
The controversial saga culminates in a visceral and violently
climactic scene that is gripping. With Feldman's toned
abdomen exploding, Barnes' moving monologue and Iudoku's
twisted intentions, Caren stages a far from predictable plot and
The lost tradition of going to the theatre is brought back with
"The Recommendation." Geared towards the college student,
the exciting two hour theatrical production is fast paced with a
high energy driven dialogue. "The Recommendation" will play
until Feb. 26. The Old Globe along with the Sheryl and Harvey
White Theatre now offer $20 tickets for those under the age of
30. Seize the opportunity to witness Julliard graduates acting
out this hard-hitting world premiere drama.
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Stars of "The Recommendation": (from left) Brandon
Jimonn Cole as Dwight.

Gill stars as Iskinder,

EvanTodd as Aaron and

His Holiness onto our campus.
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Written by: Carly Hanson

For example, Buffalo Exchange sells, buys and trades any type of cloth
ing that anyone brings in. Once clothing is brought in, a Buffalo Exchange
employee looks over the clothing to choose what can be bought back by the
store. Anything not chosen is given back to the seller. The chosen items are
priced at about half of what the Buffalo Exchange employee believes the
original cost of the clothing was. The seller is offered a certain percentage I
of the total amount, typically around 35 percent. If the seller chooses to
trade they will usually be offered a 50 percent discount toward purchases
at Buffalo Exchange.
The Buffalo Exchange' has quite a few locations across the country, |
including one in nearby Pacific Beach. The Hillcrest location is a large shop
with an eclectic assortment of designer, vintage and every-day clothing.
Brands range from Forever 21 tops and bottoms to Louis Vouitton hand
bags.
The entire back wall of the store is filled top to bottom with heels, j
cowboy boots, flats, neon high-tops and almost every other type of shoe
imaginable. To the sides of the register are accessories such as belts, hats |
and jewelry.

The phrase "one man's trash is another man's trea
sure" certainly applies to a day of thrift shopping in
Hillcrest. Thrift shops are full of sparsely used cloth
ing sold at discounted prices where anyone can bring
in clothing to sell or to trade for other items within the
shop. These shops are good options when looking to
shop on a budget or if searching for unique articles of
clothing.
Fifth Avenue in Hillcrest is full of cafes, restau
rants, small businesses and clothing stores. Buried
among the bigger retail stores are quite a few thrift
shops including Buffalo Exchange, Flashbacks, Luigi
Vera and Saint Paul's Thrift Shop. Each of these offers
a slightly different version of thrift shopping.

Flashbacks, another popular thrift store, is located di
rectly across the street from Buffalo Exchange. The store
is filled to the brim with quirky clothing items and cos
tumes.
Flashbacks has the most options for costume shopping
out of all the Fifth Avenue thrift shops, with an entire wall
dedicated to neon-colored wigs and large afros. They of
fer a wide and varied selection of 70s-style dresses, tutus,
sequined skirts, vests, leggings and cowboy boots. The
costumes are mostly one-of-a-kind and can be pricey de
pending on the item.
The vintage items at the front of the store include
bomber jackets, letterman's jackets, leather vests and ret
ro-style hats. There is a selection of shoes, though much
smaller than that of Buffalo Exhange.
Flashbacks has a buying and trading policy similar to
Buffalo Exchange. They will give 35 percent cash or a 50
percent discount for trading. Items chosen are based en
tirely on the employee's buying experience and taste.

Right down the street from I
Flashbacks is Luigi Vera. The store!
is much smaller than both Buffalo
Exchange and Flashbacks and sells
[both used clothing as well as cos-|
tume pieces.
The store has a cool vibe, ex-|
emplified by its dressing rooms that j
are covered in cutout magazine pic
tures with bright red curtains.
Luigi Vera has a large sale se
lection, with a 50-percent-off rack
in the back and a table with three
bins full of $2 deals. The store also
has a small selection of furniture!
and household items for sale.

'

k

J

Further down Fifth Avenue is Saint Paul's Thrift Shop. Saint
Paul's is more of a typical thrift shop and might better suit shopping |
needs for home appliances. The store offers a collection of high end
china, vases and glassware. The shelves are filled with trinkets and
other odds and ends.
There are also a few furniture items such as a small couch and I
some plush chairs. To the left of the furniture is a selection of patterned
rugs. In the back of this small store are shoes, shirts, men's suits and an
excellent selection of vintage sweaters.
Fifth Avenue in Hillcrest is just 10 minutes away from USD and |
is an excellent option for shopping needs unfulfilled by Fashion Valley.

&

G. Love and Special Sauce are coming to San Diego
By Matthew Hose
Finding the individual ingredients
in "Special Sauce" is a challenge. Folk
guitars, blues riffs, 90s-style rapping,
and mellow singing are just some of
the vast array of styles that make up
the dish that is called G. Love and
Special Sauce.
Expected to play over two
hundred shows this year, the
Philadelphia funk quartet is sure to
bring every ounce of their grassroots
soul to the House of Blues San Diego
show on Sunday, Feb. 19. Tickets are
on sale now but are expected to sell
out quickly, according to the House of
Blues website.
While an age restriction of 21 and
over may hinder some underclassmen
from attending (barring illegal
means), upperclassmen can enjoy
the show standing in front of stage or
sitting at the fully-stocked bar.
Garrett Dutton, touting the stage
name "G. Love," has a work ethic
uncharacteristic of his laid-back style
of music. At the House of Blues, he
and Special Sauce will kick off the
spring tour: a 24-show binge spanning
over just 30 days.
G. Love, who snowballed with
buzz as he played over 250 shows per
year at the beginning of his career,
won nationwide recognition among
the festival and bar scenes alike in the
1990s. After three albums and restless
tours, G-Love firmly established his
reputation within the music business.
He then met an unknown guitarist
but well-known pro-surfer while in
Malibu. That man's name was Jack
Johnson.
According to G. Love, Johnson
asked him to listen to a song that he

G. Love brings enthusiasm to his live shows, even after 20 years of performing his music.

had written called "Rodeo Clowns."
G. Love agreed and was so impressed
with the song that he asked to record
Johnson's song on his fourth album,
"Philadelphonic." The song, which
quickly became a single, helped to
launch Johnson's now-internationallyfamed career.
The two continue to tour together

and collaborate on both Johnson's and
G. Love's albums.
Remaining a dynamic musician
and refusing to submit to being labeled
as one genre, G. Love has taken a
very different direction with his 2011
release "Fixin' To Die." Collaborating
with Seth and Scott Avett, better
known as The Avett Brothers, G.

to fall into either of the two most
common pitfalls live musicians fall
into: only promoting new songs or
only playing crowd-pleasing hits.
In an interview with Spinner, he
explained his personal method to
finding a live show that could please
the audience as well as himself.
"The audience is greedy. And
musicians are greedy. So sometimes
you've got to meet in the middle," he
said.
G. Love does just this when he
plays an entirely unknown song or
covers a song that he thinks of right
there on the spot.
There are, nevertheless, a few
songs that fans can be nearly certain
to hear.
"Cold Beverage," which
garnered significant airtime on MTV
and became the band's first hit, sports
a Beastie Boys-style rap and a guitar
swing that belongs in a Tony Hawk
video game. He plays the summertime
anthem at most every live show.
Special Sauce is a condiment best
digested when its ingredients come
together in new and unique ways.
Fans will have difficulty describing G.
Love and Special Sauce as one style.
The band constantly crosses musical
boundaries to remain fresh.
Special Sauce is a condiment best
digested when its ingredients come
together in new and unique ways. The
House of Blues show will impress
music fans of many different genres.
Love's raw rapping took a back seat to Just about every new territory that G.
a more polished, melodic crooning in Love explores in music has worked for
homage to country and folk music of him and his audience alike.
G. Love and Special Sauce will be
old times. The title track of the album
boasts foot stomping drums and stopping through San Diego on their
clapping laced with an old-western- spring tour. The House of Blues will
style galloping guitar and bluesy be an ideal location for the duo given
the small and intimate setting, which
wailing.
However, G. Love is not one works best for acoustic sound.
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Young the Giant takes crowd by storm at SOMA
By Nicole Younger
The place to be this past Friday
night was SOMA here in San Diego,
where Young the Giant performed
in front of a sold-out crowd. The
age of audience members spanned
from tweens to parents. The big age
difference, however, didn't seem to
matter, because Young the Giant had
a unifying presence that captivated the
entire audience in a musical trance.
The show started off on the
right foot with Walk the Moon as
the opening band. Originally from
Cincinnati, Ohio, Walk the Moon was
the perfect mix of upbeat indie-pop
that got the crowd dancing before
Young the Giant took the stage. They
played their hit, "Anna Sun" from
their debut album "I Want! I Want!"
and a number of other songs including
"I Can Lift A Car" and "Quesadilla."
Two main themes of their songs are
young love and carefree summer days,
to which audience members of all ages
can relate. The band sports colorful
face paint which, paired with highlevel energy and funky dances moves,
has become a trademark for the group.
Next up was Young the Giant. The
crowd went wild when they took the
stage. A sea of hands rose up in the
air, girls jumped on their boyfriend's
backs and cameras flashed brightly.
The band started the show with "I Got"
off their "Young the Giant" album and
continued on playing a mix of several
new songs as well as some older tracks.
YTG is comprised of Sameer
Gadhia on vocals, Jacob Tilley and Eric
Cannata on guitar, Payam Doostzadeh

Sameer Gadhia, lead singer ofYoung the Giant, owns the stage during live performances as he captivates live audiences..

on bass guitar and Francois Comtois
on drums.
Gadhia's voice is captivating. His
vocal range can be compared to that
of lead vocalist Caleb Followill from
Kings of Leon. Both vocalists have a
strong raspy tone that makes each lyric
intriguing. Not only is Gadhia's voice
amazing, but fans say that Gadhia

provided the band with a cohesive,
electric energy.
"It's obvious how much passion
they put into their music. The concert
was really energetic, and the audience
was clearly feeding off that energy,"
USD senior and Young the Giant fan
Erin Brandt said.
Music enthusiast and USD senior

Bryce Carr also approved highly of
the show.
"The live production was
absolutely amazing," Carr said. "The
lighting accompaniment played off
of the emotions of every song and
seemed to transfer the show out of
the dingy and drab SOMA and into its
own world. The band played a perfect

set and held the crowd until the end."
Overall the concert left fans
feeling satisfied. Audience members
seemed to enjoy both Walk the Moon
and Young the Giant. A musically
pleasing performance was delivered.
San Diego was one of the first stops
for the band on a tour that only just
kicked off.

Ingrid Michaelson gives San Diego fans a sneak pee
Her new tunes prove to be just as catchy as her tried-and-true chart toppe
By Haley Earl-Lynn
Ingrid Michaelson is best
known for one quirky line: "I'd
buy you Rogaine when you start
losing all your hair". This one line
is a fairly accurate snapshot of
Michaelson's character on stage.
Not only does Michaelson's
voice get put on display during her
live show, her sense of humor shines
under the spotlight as well. Some
have criticized Michaelson for
talking too much during her show.
Regardless, her sense of humour
and charm carry the show between
songs.
Michaelson stopped by the
Grand Del Mar here in San Diego
last weekend. She performed an
intimate private show as a preview
for her upcoming spring tour.
Michaelson debuted some of
her newest material off her album
"Human Again" which came out in
January.
The audience was small at her
preview show, but they roared with
applause and approval after her
eight-song set. Michaelson's new
material passed the fans' test with
flying colors.
While her single "Ghost" off her
newest album has been performed
live on a variety of talk shows, the
rest of her album is still very new.
"Human Again" is very similar
to Michaelson's earlier work. The
ukulele is still her go-to instrument,
followed closely by the piano. What
is different about this new body of
work is the introduction of a fourstring guitar.
Four-string guitars don't exist
in the music world naturally. Let's
not confuse this artist's quirky
instrument choice as a budding trend
among up-and-coming musicians.
Ingrid Michaelson simply removed
two strings from a 6 string guitar.
She felt they were getting in the way
of her strumming.
The decision to incorporate
the guitar was made because
of Michaelson's, interest in the
maturation of her music. "Human
Again" is her fifth album.
While her lyrics still have the
same catchy quality, the sound
of this album is noticeably more
serious and less poppy than her
previous work.
Michaelson is very privateabout
her personal life. As a seasoned
musician she has learned to keep out
of the tabloids. She remains mum on
the subject of her marriage to fellow
singer/songwriter Greg Laswell.
While Michaelson values her
privacy off the stage, she opens up
to fans through her music. With song
topics ranging from love lost to love
found, fans get a true peak into the
intimate moments of Michaelson's
life during a live show.
Michaelson will be making
her way back through San Diego in
April. She will perform at the House
of Blues on April 28.
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TOP: Ingrid Michaelson plays the piano during her opening track, but moves to the three-string guitar later in the show. BOTTOM: Fans crammed into Club M at the Grand Del Mar in
order to catch the free show.
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Feb 17:
The Expendables

The Fray

@ House of Blues

@ House of Blues

Feb 19:

Cake

G. Love and
Special Sauce

@ Belly Up

@ House of Blues

Feb 23:

Ra Ra Riot
@ Belly Up

Hannah Murphy/The Vista
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Walk in 5 minutes from USD to
your new furnished home. Outside
balcony deck with
USD views. $895 rent includes
internet,phone,TV,all
utilities,
washer,dryer,workout room. Available
Feb. 1st. On Elevation road. 619-2037741 or melbaron@yahoo.com

USD Alum and Realtor Seth
O'Byrne has a great beach house for
sale just south of Mount Soledad.
Custom Built Cape Cod, 3,000 square
feet. $899,000 - $999,000. Also, be on
the look out for 2 new Mission Beach
condos for sale UNDER $400K! Call
today for homes for sale 858.869.3940,
sduniversityhomes.com, Troop Real
Estate License #01463479

- Adele taking the cake,
all six cakes actually
- The Beach Boys still
having it
- Bon Iver winning Best
New Artist
- Jennifer Hudson
paying tribute to Whitney
Houston

Seth O'Byrne, USD Alum &
Realtor is selling another home for
a USD Grad! 1154 Emerald Street
in Pacific Beach. 3 bedroom home
with panoramic ocean views, just 3
blocks to the ocean. $669,000. This
home rents to USD students typically
for $3,000/month. This is a great
way for your family to own a home
at the beach and cash flow! Call Seth
today for- details 858.869.3940. Go
to sduniversityhomes.com for 1000s
of homes for sale! Troop Real Estate
License # 01463479

SETH O'BYRNE
Real estate specialist to the USD Community since 2005!

roop

A www.^cl^

SD UNIVERSITY HOMES

Seth O'Byrne: USD Alum and Local Realtor

USD Buyer! 3779 Ocean Front
USD Buyer! 750 Island Court
USD Buyer! 1977 Oliver
USD Buyer! 4786 Ingraham
USD Buyer! 829 San Fernando
USD Buyer! 15105 Cross Stone
USD Seller! 7167 Cam. Degrazia
USD Seller! 2250 CDL Reina
USD Buyer! 2542 Hartford
USD Seller! 685 Rainbow
USD Buyer! 13614 Utopia

-Nicki Minaj teasing the
Catholic Church
- Skrillex winning awards
for pushing buttons
- The Foo Fighters
snagging five awards
- Taylor Swift winning
for the least original
payback song this year

USD Seller! 722 Santa Clara
USD Buyer! 2965 Mission
USD Buyer! 3843 Riviera
USD Buyer! 1538 Ingraham
USD Seller! 4056 Raffee
USD Buyer! 3414 Tennyson
USD Seller! 510 CDL Reina
USD Buyer! 6370 Rancho M.
USDBuyer! 3246 Ashford
USD Buyer! 4410 Beverly
USD Buyer! 550 Park

1
4
•

USD Buyer! 2708 Mission
USD Buyer! 1154 Emerald
USD Buyer! 2362 Bahia
USD Buyer! 4771 Ljmont
USD Buyer! 2960 Union
USD Buyer! 875 G St.
USD Seller! 4444 WP Loma
USD Buyer! 4502 Milton
USD Buyer! 4492 Arizona
USD Buyer! 17833 Joyas
USD Buyer! 2330 First
California License it 01463479

Call today to find a home! 858.869.3940 • www.SD University Homes.com
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Preview: 2012 Toreros baseball
Five things to watch for in upcoming season

By Chris Hanneke

By Phil Morelli
Last weekend I witnessed some
thing that absolutely stunned me. I've
never been in more shock and disgust.
I've never been more disappointed
watching a sporting event. If you're
an American who cringes at the word
"Soccer", hopefully you're not ignorant
to the fact soccer is the most popular
game in the world, and hopefully you
understand how powerful sports can
be when it comes to the mixing of cul
tures,in particular soccer's power to do
so. For those of you who watch English
Premier League soccer, you know what
I am talking about. The top clubs have
players from every corner of the globe.
Every club has a squad of different rac
es, different languages and different cul
tures but they have one common bond,
the sport they play.
However, the scenes I witnessed
this weekend revealed an awful and sad
dening dark side of the beautiful game.
In mid-December, Liverpool forward
Luis Suarez was found guilty of racially
taunting Manchester United defender
Patrice Evra during a match. He was
sentenced to an eight-game suspension
and given a $60,000 fine. This past Sat
urday, Suarez started his first game since
the end of his suspension, which ironi
cally happened to be against Manchester
United and Evra.
In the Premier League, before the
start of a match, it is customary for
teams to line up facing the crowd, then
for the visiting group of players to walk
down the line of their opponents' squad,
while each player shakes their oppo
nent's hand as they walk by. It is an act
of good sportsmanship and a tradition
built upon equality and fair play.
However, in this weekend's match,
as Evra went to shake the hand of Su
arez, ultimately attempting to forgive
him for his racial taunts, Suarez simply
walked by. He didn't acknowledge the
fact Evra was willing to reconcile their
racial differences and forgive Suarez for
his wrongdoings.
What happened next was as tense
and potentially explosive as anything
I've ever witnessed in a live sports
broadcast. Evra attempted to grab Su
arez before being forcefully pushed back
by the referee who was intently monitor
ing the situation. The Manchester Unit
ed crowd erupted in boos and ferocious
anger. I sat on my couch shocked, on
the verge of spitting out my oatmeal, to
scream obscenities at Suarez.
Throughout the next 90 minutes of
gameplay, riots could have exploded at
any time. Every few minutes something
happened. Scuffles between teams oc
curred at every stoppage of play. And
not the typical pithy soccer slap fights,
where everyone falls to the ground cov
ering their face. No, I'm talking about
the kind of confrontation where it could
easily turn into a bar fight at the local
pub where everyone in the place is an
English alcoholic whose sole occupation
is fighting. It was ugly and Suarez was in
the spotlight all game long.
The conclusion of the game saw
Manchester United beat Liverpool 2-1
and came to a dark and powerful end
ing as Evra attempted to stir up his home
crowd as he celebrated directly in front
of Suarez, taunting him as they walked
off the field. The two were quickly sepa
rated by riot control and policemen at
the stadium as the broadcast went to
commercial.
For the first time in my life I saw a
professional game of any sport in which
the anger in the players and the crowd
stemmed from racism. I understand that,
unfortunately, racism still exists here in
the United States, but in terms of our
professional sports, a racial issue of this
magnitude has not occurred in American
sports since I can remember. Although
there is a good chance players have
been called things and players have said
things to one another on the field, I can
not remember something quite like this.
Suarez subtly and publicly announced on
T\ his racial dislike for another player
by not shaking Evra's hand. Something
of that immensity doesn't occur in sports
anymore in the U.S. The scenes on Sat
urday threw me back into the reality that
there are still those people out there who
judge and hate others based upon skin
color and culture. There are still those
cowards who are too ignorant to change
their ways. There are still cowards who
won't say sorry. And although we don't
see it in American sports on TV, I know
that there are still those cowards who
at their core are racist and won't ever
change. Those are the worst kinds of
people. I don't like cowards.

For the first time since 1998, the
year before head coach Rich Hill took
over the program, the USD baseball
team finished below .500. It was a wakeup call for what has quickly become one
of the most successful programs in the
history of USD athletics.
But that was last year. This year, the
Toreros once again find themselves as
favorites to win the West Coast Confer
ence according to the preseason coach
es' poll. Of course, this is the same poll
that had USD as favorites just one year
ago, so their play on the field will be a
much better indicator of whether or not
this team can overcome last year's short
comings and truly contend once for the
title.
Yet, if you read the Dugout Diary
directly below this story, you know that
a conference title is just a stepping-stone
for the team's ultimte goal: to get back
to Omaha and contend for the College
World Series. The season begins tomor
row, and even though many of the faces
from last year's team are returning, there
are plenty of storylines to keep tabs on
as the Toreros embark once more on this
long road to Omaha.
1. A shot at redemption
Everyone loves a good redemption
story. It's the reason a movie like "The
Natural" is still considered a classic 25
years after its release. But it took Roy
Hobbs more than decade to earn his shot
at redemption.
Last year's Toreros featured one of
the youngest lineups in the history of the
Rich Hill era, and with most of those
same pieces returning this time around,
they get their shot at redemption just one
year after last year's disappointment.
The last time USD underachieved,
at least by their standards, was two years
ago when a slew of injuries caused the
Toreros to limp to a 29-25 record and
see rival Gonzaga claim the conference
crown. The following season, again
with many pieces returning, the Tore
ros scorched their way along the road to
Omaha, finishing with the best confer
ence record in the history of the program
(19-2) and a scary-good 37-22 overall
record.
The point is, failing to meet expec
tations makes people hungrier. You stut
ter your way through a class presenta
tion, you're bound to prepare that much
harder for the next one. This isn't be
cause you need a better grade, that may
be part of it, but the competitive drive to
make up for failed opportunities is what
drives people to newer heights.
2. A season in between
With all the talk in here about
last year, and all of the recent talk sur
rounding the plans for Fowler Park, set
to open at the start of next season, you
would almost think this season wasn't
even important.
That isn't true, obviously, but it will
be an interesting test for these players'
psyches. Too much dwelling on the past
can leave athletes complacent, just as
too much anxiety over the future can do

the same.
It's a cliche in sports to "take it one
game at a time," and not dwell on the
past, or not look too far ahead and take
the opponent at hand for granted.
We've seen the plans for the new
park. Heck, we printed four of them all
over the back page of this paper just two
weeks ago. It looks absolutely awesome.
I want to play in it myself like right now,
I can't even imagine how cool it will be
just to watch from those seats. But I'm a
senior, and I'll be out of here before the
park is ready, just as many of these play
ers will be gone before ever getting the
chance to experience what it is like to
play in a stadium with actual seats.
By that same token, last year is
over. It stunk, things went wrong, and
the team underachieved.
None of these things affect the cur
rent season. For the seniors, this is it,
their chance to go out on top. They can
redeem themselves for last season and,
at the same time, send Cunningham Sta
dium out with a proper farewell (even
though, technically, it's not going any
where, it's just getting a makeover. Just
go with this).
Living in the moment is epecially
key for this team, and the way they re
spond to all of the talk that doesn't in
volve the task at hand will be a true test
of their character.

Hill saw 10 of his players selected in the
Major League Baseball draft, the second
most players drafted by.any school in
the entire nation.
The truth is, if Hill put together a
stretch like he has here at USD at a more
popular school like,say, USC, there is no
telling how much more praise he would
be getting from the national media.
As is, he is still in the midst of one
of the all-time great coaching runs, and
last year's below-the-standard finish is
just a minor hiccup in what, when all is
said and done, could go down as the best
tenure for a coach of any sport in the his
tory of the University of San Diego.
That is reason enough to buy into
this season.

5. Kris Bryant
Bryant was simply out of this world
last season, his freshman year, when he
was named WCC Co-Player and CoFreshman of the Year. Bryant led the
team (and the WCC) with a .365 batting
average and, perhaps even more alarm
ingly for opponents, a 1.081 OPS. His
nine homeruns also led the Toreros and
were tied for the conference lead. Bryant
also proved to be a threat on the bases
as well, stealing 18 bases on the season,
second-best on the Toreros. Did I men
tion this was all in his freshman year?
The preseason hype for Bryant has
been flyng in, as he was ranked the No.
4 third baseman according to the Perfect
Game power rankings. On top of that, he
was named a third-team Ail-American
by Baseball America.
USD has a bonafide star on its hands
with Bryant, and with direction from the
legendary Hill himself, he is poised to
make a splash with this year's team.
Taken together, the pieces are all
there for the Toreros to bounce back in
a big way in 2012. Still, it remains to
be seen whether the strive for redemp
tion, the legend of Rich Hill, the impres
sive collection of returning talent or the
superpowers of Bryant can create the
magic one last time in front of the Cun
ningham Stadium bleachers and punch
the Toreros' ticket to Omaha.

4. A smorgasbord of returning talent
As mentioned, last season's team
was young. Still, the team did have a
few losses that will undeniably have an
effect on this year's team. RBI leader
Zach Kometani left, as did leadoff hit
ter Kevin Muno, who was a major tablesetter for the rest of the lineup. On the
mound, Chris Jensen also departed, after
racking up more innings than any other
pitcher on the USD staff.
Still, the staff will be led by Calvin
Drummond, the redshirt junior who led
the team in ERA last year at just 3.29.
He will be joined by the big recruit from
last year's class,
3. The legend of Rich Hill
former
14thThere's a lot of talk around these overall draft pick
parts about coaches that have gone on to Dylan
Covey,
achieve great things on bigger platforms. who started just
That is certainly great for the school's nine games last
notoriety, but it overlooks coaches like year and finished
Hill that have essentially taken the cur with a disappoint
rent USD platform and made it big.
ing 1-3 record
Hill is entering his 24th year as a and 7.60 ERA.
collegiate head coach, and his 14th as The starters will
head coach of the Toreros. As men be backed by se
tioned, last season was the first time in nior Paul Sewald,
his entire tenure at USD that his club fin who was recently
ished below .500. Also during his time named the team's
coaching the Toreros, his teams have av closer by Hill af
eraged a staggering 33 wins per season, ter finishing with
while he has pushed his overall coach the second-best
ing record to a downright nasty mark of ERA on the team
441-314-3 in the process.
at 3.63 in 67.0 in
The most impressive part of all of nings pitched.
this is that Hill has done it while consis
The offen
tently challenging top-tier competition sive side still has
across the country. This has led to his plenty to boast
teams gathering big-game experience, as well. Redshirt
while also creating big-time exposure junior
infielder
for his always-talented bunch of play Dillon Checkal,
ers. As a result, the program as a whole senior
utility
has gained national notoriety not just as Bryan Haar and
a small school with a chance to compete, senior
IB/OF
but as a perennial powerhouse on the Corey LeVier all
college baseball scene.
hit well over .300
When you get right down to it, Hill last year and con
has succeeded in exactly the way ath tributed 87 RBI
letic directors of Division I programs at' between
them.
small schools like USD can only dream They will be
their coaches succeed. He has put the joined by plenty
school on the national map, making it a of others who will
coveted destination for players all across be asked to pitch
the country.
in throughout the
And if enhancing the school's im long,
grueling
age wasn't enough, he has consistently season, but they
groomed his players not just into suc will all be led by
cessful student athletes, but for his top their
superstar
talent, he has even gone on to prepare sophomore third
them for careers in the Major Leagues. baseman,
Kris
Photo courtesy of USD Athletics
Head coach Rich Hil I enters his 14th season with theToreros.
This was most evident in 2010 when Bryant.

Dugout Diary: A fresh start for a brand-new season
By Jackson Shannon
Tom Coughlin, head coach of the
two-time Super Bowl champion New
York Giants, recently said that he wants
his team to possess "the humility to pre
pare and the confidence to perform."
Over the past few months we have
had our lapses of humility with each of
us having our moments. The coaches
are there to remind us quickly what we
did wrong and how we need to fix it.
By pointing out the flaws in each of our
games and making sure that we keep
things in perspective, each of us have
gotten better in specific areas and as a
team. There has been plenty of humil
ity in our preparation for the season,
but our team also possesses a lot of
confidence. Each and every one of us
is confident in both our own ability and

the abilities of our teammates, which
makes for a confident team. Over the
last 10 years, the standards for the To
reros baseball team have always been
very high. Winning the West Coast
Conference is the norm, while reach
ing the College World Series in Omaha
is the overarching goal of our team
each and every year. It is important as
a baseball player to be humble and un
derstand that things are not going to go
one's way every time, but the prepara
tion, confidence and mental toughness
that we all possess from being in this
program make us excellent baseball
players.
With the first game coming up to
morrow, we couldn't be more excited.
We are all tired of competing against
each other and cannot wait to play
against another team wearing a differ
ent color.

&

Our season begins this weekend in
Huntsville, Texas as we are taking on
the Sam Houston State Bearcats. This
will be a good challenge for the team
as we are traveling to a different state
in a different time zone and playing
against a competitive Bearcats team
who recently beat the University of
Texas in a fall scrimmage. The week
end should be very successful for the
Toreros and hopefully we come out of
Hunts ville with a three-game sweep.
Our home opener is Friday Feb. 24
against the Kansas State Wildcats. We
will be playing a double-header that
Friday, but Saturday's game against
the Oregon State Beavers should be
the premier game of the weekend. The
Beavers won the College World Se
ries in 2006 and 2007 and are always a
good, competitive baseball team which
should make for a very good game.

tweets

@azizansari

@FloydMayweather

Jeremy Lin (@jlin7). Wow. The last
time a new player has killed it this

Jeremy Lin is a good player but all
the hype is because he's Asian. Black

hard was Calvin Cambridge in Like

players do what he does every night

Mike.

and don't get the same praise.

As always, we would love for ev
eryone to come out and support our
team. There is nothing better than play
ing in front of a big crowd. Whenever
the student body comes out to support
the team, we get extra fifed up and ex
cited for the coming game.
There is nothing better than having
our friends and fellow students yelling
at the opposing team. I promise you
that they are aware of what you guys
are saying. I personally think that every
student at the university should come
to one game this year. Nothing beats
ducking out of class so you can cruise
to the ballpark and soak up some sun,
talk some trash, visit with your friends,
watch an exciting brand of Cali-style
collegiate baseball and maybe get some
homework done between innings. Nah,
skip the homework, plenty of time for
that later.

the week
of
@CP3
Chris Paul

Happy Valentine's Day
to everyone!!!
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LEFT: Freshman Johnny Dee silences the Dons after a made free throw on Feb. 11 against USF. RIGHT: Dee goes up for a layup against USF. Dee has scored 353 points for theToreros this season, a school record for a freshman.

Toreros top Waves, dropped by Dons
sets
Deefreshman scoring record

By Ducote Contreras
The Toreros recent stretch of two
games in three days started in Malibu
when the Toreros took on'the Waves
of Pepperdine University (8-16, 2-11
WCC) in the last game of the season
series between the two teams. Earlier
in the year, the Toreros earned a win
against the Waves, 65-56, and Thurs
day night was no different as they left
Malibu with a convincing 70-57 vic
tory.
High-powered guard play from
freshman Christopher Anderson, who
scored 15 points and recorded a gamehigh seven assists, put the Toreros in
a comfortable spot against the Waves.
Junior Cameron Miles helped seal

the deal for the Toreros by coming off
the bench with a career-high 14 points.
The two guards combined to shoot 64
percent from the field, which was bet
ter than Pepperdine's entire team.
Miles wasn't the only Torero who
stepped up off the bench to help seal
the win. Forward Chris Manresa came
off the bench and scored 12 points for,
the Toreros while shooting 85 percent
from the field.
In fact, the bench was the key to
victory for the Toreros last Thursday
night as they contributed more than
half of the Toreros' 70 points on the
road to victory.
Saturday night did not go as
planned though, as the Toreros could
not shake the Dons of the University
of San Francisco (17-10, 7-6 WCC),
even though freshman Johnny Dee set

the record for most points scored by a
freshman in USD history.
Dee, a San Diego native, had
23 points and passed Gylan Dottin's
previous freshman scoring record for
the Toreros. So far he has scored 353
points for the Toreros this season.
At the beginning of the first half,
the Dons put on a full-court press
which put the pressure on the Toreros
backcourt. The pressure proved costly
for the Toreros as it forced Anderson
to commit seven turnovers.
Turnovers, however, didn't stop
Anderson from putting up 15 points,
on 63 percent shooting from the field.
Anderson was contested by his oppo
nents on the defensive end more on
Saturday than on Thursday, and there
fore had to earn his points at the foul
line.

Dee was deadly from beyond the
arc against USF, as he hit four 3-point
shots and, like Anderson, shot above
50 percent from the field. Dee's ability
to hit the outside jump shot helped the
Toreros match the Dons high pressure
and physical play.
John Sinis, a redshirt freshman
also coming off the bench, scored a
season-high 16 points, shooting 70
percent from the field.
Sinis wasn't the only Torero off
the bench to help the USD effort. Darian Norris scored seven points off the
bench for the Toreros for the second
game in a row.
The dominating theme of the night
had to be the Dons' ability to score.
Three starters for the Dons and one
bench player found themselves in the
double digits. USF's starting forward,

Perris Blackwell, landed himself a
double-double, scoring 18 points and
accounting for 11 rebounds. Halfway
through the second half the Toreros
saw a spark of hope coming from the
hot hand of Johnny Dee, but it was too
little too late for the Toreros.
Unfortunately for the Toreros,
while the production from freshmen
was at an all-time high Saturday night,
they could not get the same results
they found in Malibu only two nights
earlier.
The Toreros will play their second-to-last home game of the season
tonight, Feb. 16, against the Portland
Pilots. After their game against the Pi
lots, the Toreros will hit the road for
two games and then will finish out the
season at home against conference ri
val Gonzaga on Feb.25.

LEFT: Freshman point guard Christopher Anderson tries to block a shot against a USF player. RIGHTTOP: Senior guard Darian Norris drives to the basket against a USF defender. RIGHT BOTTOM: Freshman shooting guard
Johnny Dee takes a fadeaway jumper as a USF defender closes out.
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LEFT: Senior guard Dominique Conners goes up for a fadeaway jump shot agains USF on Feb. 9. RIGHT: Junior forward KlaraWischer spins of the post for an easy bucket in a win against USF.

Women's basketball rebounds after tough loss
By Kaitlin Healy
After a disappointing loss to the
Gonzaga University Bulldogs last
week, the USD women's basketball
team rallied to beat both the Universi
ty of San Francisco Dons and the Pepperdine University Waves. On Feb. 9,
the Toreros took on the Dons and won
74-63, improving to 17-6 overall and
8-3 in the West Coast Conference.
Four Toreros posted double fig
ures in the game against the Dons,.
Senior Dominique Conners led the
double-digit scorers, scoring 18
points and dishing out three assists.
Conners was followed by sophomore
Amy Kame, who scored 15 points
and senior Morgan Woodrow who

scored 14 points. Lastly, senior Izzy
Chilcott recorded 10 points.
On Saturday Feb. 11, USD
played a pivotal conference game
against Pepperdine in Malibu, Calif.
The Toreros offensive worked
extremely well together against the
Waves posting a final score of 56-46
for the win. Once again, four mem
bers of the offense scored in double
digits, including Conners, Woodrow, Kame and sophomore Kameron
Knutson
Conners put up the team-high of
19 points and Knutson followed her
with a career best of 10 points. Con
ners has scored double figures in 15
consecutive games, proving her im
mense leadership role not only as a
senior but as a dominating guard for

the Toreros.
Both Woodrow and Kame added
10 points apiece, while the team shot
an average of .408 from the field and
out rebounded Pepperdine 42-33.
In the first half, Pepperdine came
out strong and quickly put up a fourpoint lead. However, USD rapidly re
sponded with an 18-5 run that started
with a lay-up by Knutson. This was
followed by a Conners jump shot that
gave he Toreros a 22-13 lead.
The Waves and Toreros then con
tinued to trade baskets for the remain
ing nine minutes of the first half. But
just before the halftime buzzer, USD
pushed ahead for a 28-18 lead.
Conners opened up the second
half with a jumper giving USD a
12-point lead. The Toreros were able

to maintain the double-digit lead for
the better part of the second half.
When time reached about 10 min
utes into the half, the Waves began
to slowly diminish the Toreros lead,
putting the score at 42-34 with 10:05
to go. Woodrow then stepped up to
make a crucial free throw pushing
USD to a 7-0 run, giving them the
biggest lead of the game.
Though the Waves showed a val
iant effort in cutting the Toreros lead,
it seemed that they could never catch
up. Near the end of the second half,
The Waves had cut the USD lead
down to seven through the clutch free
throws made by Pepperdine's Lauren
Bell. With only 36 seconds left in the
game, Bell's free throws were not
enough, and the Toreros clinched the

HI

10-point victory.
USD has won the last five out
of six games, tying the team record
for the second most wins in program
history. The work ethic and belief in
one another has allowed this program
to grow leaps and bounds this year.
Woodrow recognizes that they "truly
have an amazing group of talented
athletes".
"We are absolutely capable of
winning [our] conference, we believe
in each other," Woodrow said.
And with the winning the Toreros
have been doing, a conference cham
pionship is absolutely possible.
USD will play in Los Angeles on
Thursday, Feb. 16 when they take on
the Loyal Marymount University Li
ons at 7 p.m.
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Run in the AS elections!
Available elected positions
PRESIDENT
VICE PRESIDENT

SPEAKER OF THE SENATE
ACADEMIC SENATORS

All candidates must attend a mandatory meetin

When: February 13-17 & 20 2 4 @ 1 2 : 1 5 P M
Where: SLP 312

For more information..
>ntact t h e D i r e c t o r o f E l e c t i o n s :

ASspringelections@gmail.com
leek out the elections website:

www.sandiego.edu/associatedstudents/elections

